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THE BICENTENARY WEEE 


The Society’s Bicentenary celebrations began on Monday, 22nd March, 
two hundred years to the day after the meeting at Rawthmell’s Coffee House of 
some Noblemen, Clergy, Gentlemen and Merchants in order to form a Society 
for the encouragement of arts, manufactures and commerce in Great Britain’. 
The day began with a Service of ‘Thanksgiving at the Church of St. Martin-in-the 
Fields; in the afternoon Addresses of Congratulation from other societies were 
presented in the Society’s House; in the evening the Council of the Society 
held a celebration dinner in the hall of the Tallow Chandlers. On the afternoons 
f Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, the three special Bicentenary lectures 
were delivered, on the subject of the Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, 
respectively. ‘The week’s celebrations ended with the Banquet at the Savoy 
Hotel on Friday, 26th March. 

Reports and photographs of all the events of the Bicentenary week othe: 
than the three lectures are contained in the Proceedings section of this Journal. 
lo make the story complete, a note about the staff dinner which took place 
on 31st March has also been included in the present issue, although this was 
held after the principal celebrations. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE BICENTENARY EVENTS 


Copies of all the photographs reproduced in this issue of the Fournal may be 
dered, at the price of four shillings and sixpence each, from the Secretary. 
Copies of a number of other photographs taken during the Bicentenary 
celebrations may be seen at the Society's House and may also be bought at 
the same price. 


COPIES OF PROGRAMMES 


A number of copies of the two booklets containing the Order of Service of 
rhanksgiving and the programme for the Presentation of Addresses ceremony 
have not been used and may be obtained free of charge by Fellows! from the 
Secretary. Both booklets were designed by Mr. John R. Biggs, who was com- 
missioned to design all typographic matter arising from the Bicentenary, and 
printed by the Curwen Press. 
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BICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 


Reports have been received of a number 
the Bicentenary overseas. In Bombay, at 
a banquet, at which the Governor of Bor 


organized for Fellows of the Society at 


29th March, and the necessary arrangement 


Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtoola. In Hong Kong 
of Mr. C. W. Johnson, Honorary Corresps 
Friday, 26th March. 

It is hoped that when more informatio: 


it will be possible to publish a fuller accou 


CHAIRMAN’S 


Che Chairman’s Badge of Office, whi 
fournal, has been presented to the Society by M 
on behalf of the Chairman by Mr. E. Mu Ru 
on 8th March, was formally handed t 
Professor Adrian’s lecture on 17th Marcl 
all the Bicentenary functions. The follo 


badge, a photograph of which is reprodu 


Che design of the badge follows cl 
as used on its Journal and stationery, 
Andrews, O.B.E., a Member of Coun 
showing the facade of the Society's Hous 
above water, surrounded by sprays of 
by a scrolled and looped ribbon bearin 
FOUNDED 1754. This is surmounted by 
fronds enclosed in a framework of foliat 

The framework of the badge is in yell 
the arcaded embankment are carved and 
and yellow gold, and are set on a ground of 1 
executed in alternate bands of opaque white and tu 
by fine wavy lines of yellow gold. The 
fronds are carved in green gold and the t 
backing to the torch and palm fronds on whic! 
is in red gold. The ribbon which bears the legend is « 
enamel, and transparent deep blue enamel where parts 
the ribbon are seen, the legend being painted on in bl 
cabochon rubies are set at the points of junction betw 
upper framework. All the golds used are of 18 carat. 7 
a ribbon of claret red corded silk. 

The goldsmiths were Messrs. Padgett & Braham of I 
was Professor R. Y. Goodden, R.D.I 
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THE SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 


held to inaugurate the celebration of the Bicentenary 
in the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar 


Square, at 11.30 a.m. on Monday, 22nd March, 1954 


The sunshine which greeted people arriving at the Church for this, the first of the 
Bicentenary functions, heralded the fine weather which brightened all the succeeding 
elebrations of the week. While the congregation, which by the time the Service 
egan had filled the body of the Church, were being led to their places by members 
f the Soctety’s staff, music by Beethoven, Arne, Heinrich Schutz and Walford 

ies was played. The Trio Sonata No. 2 by Thomas 


Irne was particularl) 
sen in commemoration of Arne’s membership of the Society. 
The service began with the hymn All people that on earth do dwell. The metrical 
sion of Psalm xxut The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want, was followed 
the first Lesson, from Ecclestasticus, Chapter 44, which begins Let us now 
praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us, read by the Chairman of Council. 
The hymn City of God, how broad and far Outspread Thy walls sublime! was 
then followed by the second Lesson from The Epistle to the Romans, Chapter 12, 
ead by the Secretary of the Society. The Anthem, Rejoice in the Lord alway 
nd again I say, Rejoice, from Philippians, Chapter 4, was sung to music by Henry 
Purcell, and, after prayers for the Royal Family, the following THANKSGIVING 
as said: 


Let us with all humility offer our thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
indation and continuing work of this Royal Society of Arts. 

Let us thank Him for the faith that has inspired its benefactors, its Patrons, 
its Officers, past and present, to work and witness for the advancement of the 
Arts and of all sound learning, to the benefit of mankind. 

Let us thank Him for the great discoveries of science, for every excellence 
f our crafts, and every service rendered by our commerce for wider education 
and greater culture among our people. 

Let us thank Him for our fellowship one with another, for the opportunity 
of public service and for the attainment of the same. 


The prayers which followed included one by Sir Francis Drake, and the 
following prayer written by Dr. Samuel Fohnson, who was elected a member of 
the Society four years after its foundation : 


ALMIGHTY Gop, the giver of all good things, without Whose help all 
labour is ineffectual, and without Whose grace all wisdom is folly; grant, we 
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beseech Thee, that in this our undertaking, Thy Holy Spi: 


from us, but that we may promote Thy glory, and the sa 
and others; grant this, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus ( 


Then after the hymn Praise, my soul, the King of hea 
Sermon was preached by the Lord Bishop of Peterborough (a 
office was one of the earliest members of the Society), the R1 


Leeson, V. 1. 


THE SERMON 


I ask you to lay two texts side by side: the first, the 
by the Apostle Paul before a somewhat stale and 
university teachers in the Athens that had once been t 
the then known world—‘In Him’, that is, in God, ‘we 
our being’: and, side by side with that, some words that 
ago and will be found in the service form—‘Let us 
discoveries of science, for every excellence of our c1 
rendered by our commerce for wider education and 
our people’. 

In 1754 England was largely an agricultural comn 
was about six million, and she did not play a very cor 
of that world. She knew little of science; Newton | 
marvellous trails, but no one had as yet thought of applyi 
processes, largely because industry in the modern se: 
Looking forward another fifty years, in 1805 Nelson d 
of France and Spain, but he did far more than that, thous 
realize it at the time—he cleared the seas for our foreig 
there were still ten vears of the war to run, it was the 
her long start in the development of overseas com 
it: she took and maintained a long lead, virtually uncl 
Frem then to 1914 perhaps her confidence waned a 
danger ahead in the rival activities and energies of ot! 


field of overseas trade, and then those rivalries, political 


commercial, exploded and we entered upon the iron ag« 
1s Cast. 

What are the outstanding changes of these two hundr 
on the life of the nation—these long years over whicl 
Arts looks back in gratitude to-day? During that time, f1 
alone by herself in the northern seas, England became 
of the greatest commonwealth of free peoples that thi 
During that time also there came industry and the appl 
industry, the whole range of operations with which the 
Society are so intimately bound up—the great developn 
from Arkwright to Rutherford—and it continues still. They 
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ndred years, by momentous conflicts in social life and in thought. There 
| side by side great wealth and dire poverty. There came on to the stage 
rowful and unnecessary conflict between science and religion; and our 
hers invented a new religion, a strange and dangerous cult—the idolatry 
rogress, progress misdefined and misconceived. 
know that there is no progress worth the name except such as can be 
red in the moral life of the individual, and reflected from that on to society: 
hey clouded it with such irrelevant notions as wealth, comfort, speed of 
and the rest. Moreover, they capitulated to the terrible error that man 
irchitect of his own progress and could be the maker of his world. A little 
knowledge, a little more applied science and the millenium will soon dawn 


him in all its fullest happiness. There was indeed one philosopher, so-called, 


vho was rash enough to say that this great process was moving inevitably onwards, 


sith perfection as its goal. 
l'o-day we are wiser because we have learnt to be humbler. The fear of the 
wd is the beginning of wisdom: is that after all true? Maybe we are coming 
see that when men break the second commandment, when they set up a 
graven image, be it a golden calf or be it a wrong idea, their moral and spiritual 
. balance is upset. Something is torn in the texture of their thinking; they lose 
their sense of direction and act wildly and blindly. Perhaps we do not hear so 
much to-day of a phrase that always makes me shudder, ‘Man’s mastery of 
Nature’. We think of the old legend of the giants who tried to reach heaven by 
piling Pelion on Ossa and the thunderbolt struck down both them and their 
fimsy ladder. But these ancient errors crop up again, age after age; and if ow 
generation, with its agonies and its fears, fears not of God but of each other, 
if we begin to worship the old idol again, will the world ever learn wisdom? 

\s I have asked you to look back for a moment, so now we look forward. 
How can this Society and its friends, of whom I am proud to count myself one, 
how can this Society serve the days that are to be, those days that will dawn for 

ir children when you and I have passed on into another fuller life? How can we 
here and now serve those days that we shall never see? 

First, let us prepare ourselves for the new revelation of the new knowledge 
that must surely be coming. I wonder if any of you paused in thought at one word 

that sentence. I did not use the word ‘discovery’ but rather ‘revelation’, and 
| used it to correct the balance of my own thinking. Are you with me in that, 
r do you think it a paradox? I submit that if we are concerned to use 
anguage in its strict and accurate sense as representing fact, there is not, there 

ever has been, and there never can be, any such thing as discovery, man hunting 

it and winning something by himself, by his own unaided strength. All know- 

, not only religious knowledge, comes to us by gift, by revelation. The whole 

tone and tenor of this service, the prayer of Samuel Johnson that was said a 
moment ago, stress that obvious truth. This is not the time or the place to work 
ut its implications, and this single example, illustrious enough, must suffice. 
: I once heard one of the greatest physicists of our time, the late Sir Joseph 


Thomson, asked, ‘How do your discoveries come to you?’ I waited tip-toe for 
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the answer, and I shall never forget 
imagination’. What is inspired in a man 
Let us therefore prepare ourselves, get 
condition, so that we may be ready to re 
given to us. And next to that, let us strive 
when it comes, for the general good. Easy 
work out in daily practice, and yet in the 
I have set God always before me.’ As we 
two great words from Francis Bacon, prophet 
use of humanity. One of these sayings prescri 
and the other what must always be its 
quered except by obeying her’; and you 
ldvancement of Learning, where he surveys 
end of knowledge. He reviews a number of 
and finally he gives utterance to the mess 
in words which no man who has heard them car 
storehouse for the glory of the Creator and tl 
lfter the sermon the ‘Ve Deum was sung, to 
in G. This was followed by the Blessing and the 
congregation left the Church the orchestra pl 
Sebastian Bach. 


The service was conducted by the Rev. Meredith Da 
and the Rev. B. E. Bennett, both Fellows of the Society, 
was compiled by the Rev. Cyril L. Cresswell, C.V.O., M 
the Royal Victorian Order, and also a Fellou 


Music throughout the service was provided by an orchestra 
of staff and students of the Trinity College of Music condu 
Dr. W. Greenhouse Allt, a Fellow of the Society, who a ” 
in some cases prepared special orchestrations 


CEREMONY OF PRESENTATION 
OF CONGRATULATORY IDDRESSES 


held in the Lecture Hall of the Society's House at 3 p.m 


Monday, 22nd March, 1954, with the Chairman yuncil, 
Right Honble. the Earl of Radnor, K.C.V.O., 


Shortly before three o'clock, two parties, the first consisting 
of the Society, the second of the delegates who were to 
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Professor James Kendall taking his place 
with the delegates in the Lecture Hall 


addresses, filed into the crowded Lecture Hall and took their places in the remaining 
eats. The whole company stood up as the Chairman of Council, with Viscount 


Samuel and the Secretary, entered the Lecture Hall through the doors behind the 
lais. The Chairman then delivered the following address of welcome : 


\lv Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is my very pleasant privilege and duty to express a welcome on behalf of 


J Society to all those who are here to-day to commemorate our Bicentenary. 
\s you are all aware, our President, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, 
iously is unable to be here, but I have a message from him which I will 
read to you: 
As President of the Royal Society of Arts I send my best wishes to all those 
gathered this afternoon to commemorate the foundation of the Society two 


1undred years ago. 
I am sorry not to be with you and to take the Chair at this Inaugural Meeting 
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at which, I understand, congratulatory addresses are to be present 
Heads of over fifty sister-Societies and organizations, including simi 
in Malta, the United States of America, France and Western Gert 
tribute in itself clearly demonstrates the esteem and even the afl 
which the Royal Society of Arts is held to-day. I feel this is so be« 
always remained young in its outlook and continually champions tl 
not the particular preserve of the specialised institutions 

The papers to be delivered on three afternoons this 
by outstanding personalities in their respective fields, 
reading what they will have to say, as I cannot listen to tl 

Her Majesty The Queen, our Royal Patron, bids me 
wishes for the success of these Bicentenary celebratio1 
she is that Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Du 
are able to be present at the Banquet on Friday evenir 


week’s activities. 


22nd March, 1954 


As you all appreciate, this is the two-hundredth annivers 
of this Society. On 22nd March, 1754, there assembled at 
House what is described as a company of ‘noblemen, 
merchants’. Eleven people are mentioned as being present 
of Viscount Folkestone, whose picture is behind me, a1 
Now William Shipley was really the founder and thi 
Society, and at the meeting on that 22nd March in 1754 it 
as I understand, the ‘Society for the Encouragement 
and Commerce’. That is the full name of what is now 
as the Royal Society of Arts, with the exception that 
have been allowed to add the prefix ‘Royal’. 

An important word in that title is the word ‘encou1 
two hundred years of active work, the Society has 
original intention of encouraging in different ways sucl 
opinion were for the benefit of the nation. To use the wv 
was ‘a design for the public good’, and if I may I should like 
from a letter of the first President which I think bears o1 
It was written in the year after the foundation of the S 
a long letter by saying, ‘I am persuaded we must not onl 
to put in practice too, before we can make things answer 
I think that that is something which the Society has pursued 


existence. 


The diversity of the activities of the Society was in the past, as it still is 


wide indeed. But, of course, emphasis has from time to time 
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The Chairman's badge of office 





JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS 





The Thanksgiving Service 
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The Council Commemoration Dinner. Top (left to right) : Lady Goodale, 
The Chairman, Mrs. Runtz, Sir Ernest Goodale, Dame Caroline Haslett 
and Sir Edward Crowe ; bottom: The Chairman and Lady Radnor with 
Miss Oughton and the actors from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art 
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to go too far into that but, for instance, in the early days of the Society 
was a great deal of attention paid to agriculture and forestry. Increased 
strialization in this country diverted their attention somewhat from that 
ular aspect of production, although I am very glad to say that matters of 
ountry, particularly agriculture, still hold a place in the activities of the 
ty. I might also mention a comparatively recent change of emphasis. ‘That is 


question of education. In the latter half of the last century the Society 


started taking an active interest in education of various sorts and to-day, 2s 


[ think most of you know, it is a very important part of the activities of the 
Society. 

here has also, of course, always been a very considerable pioneering element 

our activities and we have frequently provided the means for bringing 
nto public notice new developments in many directions. This pioneering 
element I am glad to say has more than once led to our founding, or being large ly 
responsible for founding, new bodies and we are proud to have with us this 
afternoon representatives of a number of bodies which look to us in one way ot 
another as a parent. Apart from these, a great number of very important 
organizations and societies have come into existence during the last two hundred 
years, and I think all the important ones are represented here to-day. 

The formation of such societies has always been welcomed by the Royal 
Society of Arts and, while we never attempt to encroach upon the specialized 
activities of such organizations, obviously we take a broad detached interest 
in their work and, as many instances show, we are happy to co-operate whenever 
suitable occasions offer. 

To-day we are to receive the congratulations of nearly sixty such societies 
and organizations on the completion of our two hundred years of work. We are 
proud indeed in the Royal Society of Arts that you should all have thought fit to 
come and present congratulatory addresses. I do not want to single out any 
particular society or section of societies for mention except that I think I might 
mention those who have come from overseas. There are about six of these, and it 
is a peculiar pleasure to us that they should have taken the trouble to come. In 
one or two cases it has meant a considerable amount of travelling and we welcome 
them very gladly in the knowledge that their presence will strengthen those bonds 
which link us with them. I think it is of interest that only last week I had a letter 
from a very eminent man who gave a lecture in this hall and he wrote as follows: 
‘It is really remarkable how widely the Fournal (that is our Journal) is 
disseminated. I have had letters and messages from countries as wide apart as 
Sweden, America and Canada’. 

In addition to the organizations which are represented here to-day many 
kindly messages have been received from other societies and organizations and 
even a number of individuals. 'l’o them, as to you, I would like, on behalf of the 
Society, to express our most grateful thanks. It is, for us, most encouraging 
that you should do what you are shortly going to do in congratulating us on 
two hundred years of activity. It is a very generous measure of congratulation 
and I do assure you that we are most grateful. 
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to-day on our third century 
vith a very real confidence becaus 


support of so many and really 1 


ngratulatory addresses were then pre 
eight organizations from home and oversea 
robed in richly coloured academi GOWNS, 
date of foundation of then organizations 
addresses. The first and last addresse s, tho 
London, and The Malta Soctet, of Irts, J 


hefore they were presented. 


In eae h CASE the name of the organi ali 


its foundation, and the name and office of it 


HOME ORGANI 


The Royal College of Physicians of Londor 


SIR RUSSELL BRAIN, D.M. President 


The Royal College ot Physicians ot | on 
cordial and sincere congratulations to tl 
hundredth anniversary of its foundation 

Your illustrious Society was founded 
factures and Commerce and throughout 
to foster the application of any new discover 

Many flourishing societies and project 
each had succeeded and could continue 
withdrew to foster other promising beginnet 

By the award of prizes and medals your Sox 
farmers and merchants to advance the cor 
have cherished the wayward pioneer as wv 

Your practical concern for the welfar 
you to the borderlands of Medicine. | 
associated with your Society in the award 
on medical jurisprudence. This has led to fri 
of your Society and our College 

We are especially glad that you are abl 
beautiful house, one of the treasures of w 
two hundred years we owe to your patror 
which are now accepted as part of our dail 
with which you are celebrating your Bicenter 


will place us even further in your debt 


The Royal Society of London (1660) 
DR. E. D. ADRIAN, O.M. President 


Two centuries ago when the generous at 
Shipley led to the foundation of the Royal So« 
public responsibility for the fostering of arts, n 
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iseful application of science to this end 


objects were too vast to be a tained exten 
vements of the Society splendidly vindicated 

it Exhibition of 1851 was inspired by their succ« 

been encouraged, new knowledge and its applicatior 

have the concomitant problems of welfare been neglect ngratulations 
{ the thanks of all are due to the Royal Society of Arts on tl yccasion when its 
nd century of existence is brilliantly and happily con 

he question which must arise in our minds is whet 


ponsibility has been extended as never before, indeed in the opinion of ne 


widely, the field of opportunity which existed for William Shipley still exist 


his successors 
But the danger to the novel, the unorthodox or the unpredictable which arises 
n the competition of a host of officially sponsored projects is if 
ater than that from general indifference neglect he opportunities 
Royal Society of Arts for continuing to foster initiative, intuition and ir 
rit are thus perhaps greater than ever. To its felicitations on the 
Royal Society of Arts the Royal Society can also add its confident hops 


pportunities will continue to be abundantly utilized. 


Honourable Socte ty of Cymmrodorion (1751) 


YNN P. WHELDON, K.B.I D.S.0O. 


Greeting from the Honourable Soci 

f Arts 

By the authority of the Council of the Honourabk 

present greetings to you on your Bicentenary. 

We know well of the g1 k which you have 

nning on 22nd March, 1754, and of your constant endeavours to 
\rts and Sciences their w y place in the life of Great Britain 

ice With you when yor ommemorate the zeal 

agnanimous persons who founded your Society 
tands firm at the end of two centuries 

Che Honourable Society is also a child of the 

inded in September 1751. It, t has maintain 

the Sciences, and it has given them extensive supps 

since the early days the names of members of our Societ 

t of members of your Society. In diverse ways the fortunes of our two Societies 
ive been very similar. 

In the bonds of a friendship which has been shay 

ouring in neighbouring fields we« \ t 

ir deep appreciation of all that you hi fulfilled and you well at th 
eginning of the third century in your illustrious history. (A translation from the 
Welsh.) 


lhe Royal Academy of Arts (1768) 
ERALD KELLY President 


In congratulating the Royal Society of Arts on the completion of 
entury of distinguished enterprise, the Royal Academy remembers 
1760, under the auspices of your Society, that the first public Exhil 
living artists was held in London. It was in no small meas 
that pioneering venture, revealing the opportunities and advantag 
innual, Exhibitions, that eight vears later our own Society is founde 
The name of Sir Joshua Reynolds, our first President, had already; in 1762 


ppeared among the signatures of the first Subscription Book of the Royal Society 
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and we are proud to recall that 
borated in the Exhibition of Britis} 
Academy in 1935, an Exhibition whicl 
design 
The Members of the Royal Academy) 
vy services to artists rendered by 
confident that in the future, botl 
onsibilities, the community will c 


rit and initiative 


The Royal Society of Edinburgh (1783) 
OR JAMES KENDALL, F.R.S. Presid 


lo the Roval Society of Arts The Re 
ccasion of its bicentenary 
The Royal Society for the Encouragen 
of the oldest of the scientific and 
Royal Society of Arts, can look bach 


tical achievement 1n scientific, tec! 

Your Society, in its long hist 

in their early stages at | 

inced Mechanical Invention, Mar 
Our country is fortunate indeed t 
inspecialized societies, whose 
ve two centuries of revolutionar 
cience and the arts. May all that \ 

extended in the years t 

il Society of Edinburgh tl 


Society of Arts this message of sincere 


The Linnean Society of London (1788) 
ENANT-COLONEI R. B. SEYMOUR 


Linnean Society of Londor 
f Arts on the Two Hundr 
reat admiration for the mar 
diverse as Agriculture, ( 
Che two Societies have a number 
Arts has conferred great benefits o1 
he Linnean So 
embers of bot! 
Naturalist in honour of wil 
Corresponding Member of the Royal 5 
That the Royal Society of Arts n 
to its record is the cordial wv 
whose Common Seal 


thousand nine hundred ar 


The Royal Institution of Great Britain (1799 
HONBLE LORD BRABAZON OF 1 


The Members of the Royal Institut 
congratulations to the Royal Society of A 
f its Foundation 

For two hundred years the Society has 


arts, manufactures and commerc« 
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bh 


ntation by Lord Brah 


t of notable achievements for which this country 


vreatly indebted 
We remember that while Sir Humphry Davy was 
n the miner's safety lamp which bears his name, th« 
entions for improving safety in coal mines. We rec: 


866 awarded Michael Faraday its Albert Medal for 
agnetism and chemistry 

It is therefore with sincere goodwill that the Member 
Ro 1 Society of Arts f 


nd their best wishes to the 


rvice over the vears that are to come 
Royal College of Surgeons of England (1800) 
ECIL WAKELEY, BART., K.B.E., C.B. President 


The Pre side nt and Council of the Royal Colle ge of Surg 
nvey to the Royal Society of Arts their warmest congrat 
f the Bicentenary of the Foundation of the Society 
t is with pleasure that the Council take this opportunity of expressing 


rendered by the Society in 


their 
idmiration and respect for the outstanding services 


wide field of education and in the encouragement of the Arts and Sciences over 


this long period. They hope that the Society will continue their work wit 


nd prosperity for many years to come 
Royal Hortieultural Society (1804) 
OR ALBERT PAM, 0.B.E. Member of Council 


The Royal Horticultural Society in conveying its most cordial congratulations 
the Royal Sociey of Arts on the two-hundredth anniversary of its foundation 


eid 
s55 





expres incere appreciation 
mmerce 
Che Royal Society of Arts is unique 
the discussion of a wide range of 
ich it has exe rted, not only by its lor 
if beauty of design with utility of purpo 
f the application of Art and Science 
expansion of Commerce 
The Royal Horticultural Society is « 
and practical Horticulture, wl 


gifts of God and adapt ther 


is actuated by the same ideals as 
its wider province 
Chat the future achievements of |] 
vn past glories is the earnest wish of tl 
f whose Council on March 2nd, 


eal and signed by those whos« 


1954 


name 


The Royal Socte ty of Medicine (1505) 


IR FRANCIS WALSHE, O.B.I F.R.S. 


The Council of the Royal Society 
e President and the Council of the 
President, Sir Francis Walshe, Gre 
memorable occasion of its Bicent 
The noble work of the Roval Soci 
vuragement of Art \lanufactures 


kindred S 


t 
} 


te vorking withir 
tim«¢ 

ten thousand 

that their Pres 
ypportunity of expressit 

Society of Arts in the 


scientific and humanitariar 


titution of Civil Engineers (1818 


I SHEPHERD-BARRON, T.D 


yn behalf of the members of 71 
The Royal Society of Arts a 
ns on the oc Bicenten: 
ciety on the 
\s é Sody round 
nmerce in Great Britain’, The R 
performed a work of great importance 
development and advancement of all 
but also within the territories of ma 
It is the earnest wish of the meml 
it The Royal Society of Arts may 
ome this opportunity to offer thei 
rress of the work of the Society a1 
Royal Astronomical Soctety (1820) 
\HN JACKSON, C.B.E., F.R.S. Presid 


y the delivery of this Address the Pre 
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tronomical Society take pleasure u vin } olleagu the Royal 
etv of Arts their greetings na ITé ] I 1 1OSt AUSPICIOUS 

nniversary. 

Astronomers the world ‘ iT C10 their 

fusing, to ¢ aud e than their own re speciali 

ch? that knowledge of the niverse whicl t r object to conser 

be few « } najor trono al discoveries of 


} 1 } x r ‘ 
peen ‘ ind i re ( society 


rease There can 
nturies that have not 
rectly responsible for the advan they d or will astror 
it one of their most widel | 
eloped by one of your early ] un yu ty’s benign auspice 

1 to this day, amongst tl riz I on vhich has perhaps been 

r most distinctive contrib 1 $ \ me awarded annuall Tor 

improvement ot 

science of Navigation 

in this happy occasior 

bute to the distinguished recor our 

istrious men amongst vour Fellows who hay 
In this tribute British astronomers whole-heart« 
Roval Society of Arts may long continue to serve 


founders endowed it two hundr« 
Royal Scottish Societ 
ROBERT W. PLENDERLI 


We, the President, Council and or oval ottish Society of 
joice with the Royal Society > e ¢ asion he Bicentenary 
indation and offer our « 

We witness, with great satisfaction, an accomplishment which < 

me from the pursuit of the highest ideals of servic« e community 

In stimulating inventive geniu 1 promotin 
Society of Arts has continued during two hundre 
talents by which alone man can improve his est: J 
fellows. It is by such encouragement that British mmeland 
verseas have been enabled to maintain a leading pl: 1 industrial progress 
ind in the development of the useful arts 

We appreciate, also, the Important part which the Sox 

efore the public, advances in science, art and technology 

The Royal Scottish Society of Arts which has pursued similar ait 


luring the lesser period of one hundred and thirty-three years 


gratification in the niany outstanding achievements of the Roval Society of Arts 


throughout its long history and foresees progressive growth its prestige and 


beneficent influence upon civilisation and human 

Royal Academy of Music (1822) 
\JOR-GENERAL R. L. BOND, C.B., C.B. .c. Chairman, Committee of 
Management 


We, the President and Governin,; Bodies of The Royal Academy of Music 
desire to express to the Council of The Royal Society of Arts our sincer 
congratulations upon the completion of the Society's Bicentenary 

The Royal Society of Arts during the past two hundred years has achieve 
an illustrious position in the national life and has become inseparably linked wi 
the development and history of the arts and sciences 

It is our earnest hope that the Society may long continue to enjoy its pré 


1 


position and to play its distinguished part in the artistic life of this country 





THE ROYAI OCIETY OF ART 


al Astatic Society of Great Britatr i? 


HARD WINSTEDT, K.B.E., C.M.¢ Dir 


vuncil of this Society desires n 
on its Bicentenary, and to expr 
Society that has not onl 
in Great Britain by sucl ir 
» played a part in the incepti 
Academy of Arts and the Royal (¢ 
Council would add its best wis! 


ided activities has done so muct 


Roval Ge ywraphi al Soctety (1830) 
I. WORDIF, C.B.F. President 


President and Council of 
o convey to the Royal Societ 
celebration of the Bicentenary 
its long and distinguished lif 
iable work in fostering the app 
of special interest to the R 
it awarded in its early y 
contributions to the devel 


the introduction by 


Captain 
the West Indies and the 
Australian wool trade 
ginating the Great | 
Geographical Society, in wv 
future, is confident that t 


two hundre 


The British Association for the Advancement 
D. ADRIAN, O.M., P.R.S. President 


he President, Council and Members 
vancement of Science desire to offer 


the Royal Society for the Encouragemer 


sincere congratulations on the 


ndation 


oce 


Established without ostentation at 
vere in existence, the Royal Society of Art 
of achievement of a pioneer character 
technology and agriculture. Not the I 
ting of enterprises which have had 
Society free to direct continuing enet 
public importance 


The Members of the British 


Association 


in expression of their most cordial good wis 

iccess in the wide field of endeavour to whicl 
The Roval Institute of British Architects (1834) 
IR. HOWARD ROBERTSON, M.C., A.R.A. Presiden 


’ 


Che President, Council and Members of t 
xtend their cordial greetings and congra 
on this twenty-second day of March 
foundation 
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[he work of the Royal Society over two hundred years of its existence in the 
couragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce in Great Britain has 
nferred innumerable benefits upon both the people of this country and those 
ing overseas. 

We extend our sincere good wishes for the future and the continuation of this 
rk, so closely related to our own aims in its service for the common good 


Royal College of Art (1837) 
ROBIN DARWIN, C.B.E. Principal 


stead of an address, Mr. Robin Darwin presented a chairman’s gavel (of which 
stograph appears on page 356) bearing on its end the following inscription ; 
R.S.A. 
MDCCLIV—MCMLIV 
HUNC MALLEOLUM 
ORDINIS SIGNUM 
DONO DEDIT 
R.C.A 


Royal Agricultural Society of England (1838) 
H. A. BENYON Deputy President 


We, the Members of Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
express to you, on the occasion of the Bicentenary celebration of the formation 
f your Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce 
in Great Britain, ceremonious and most cordial congratulations 

We recall with respect and esteem that your Society preceded by eighty-four 
years the formation of our Society and in those years among the many objectives 
of your Society none was more zealously pursued than the fostering of agriculture 
as the most important of the practical arts. Indeed, the activities of your Society 
and its interest in this great industry of agriculture set a shining example for 
our Society to follow 

In particular, we recall that throughout the latter half of the eighteenth century, 
agriculture occupied the most prominent place among the premiums offered 
annually by your Society, and that a wealth of information was recorded and 
diffused to aid immeasurably the progress of agricultural science and practice 
The efforts of your Society encouraged the specialized cultivation of grass seed, 
the introduction into England of the swede and mangold, and the use of mechanical 
power by promoting the development of such farm implements and machinery 
as the plough, cultivator, seed drill, thrashing machine, chaff-cutter, harrows and 
rolls. 

Among the many other subjects of your early interest were the reclamation 
of land from the sea, cultivation of waste land, rotation of crops, irrigation, 
destruction of insect pests, and the preservation of meat by freezing 

By the middle of the last century the population had increased at a rate that was 
outstripping the growth of our natural resources and the problem of food supply 
was especially urgent; the unexampled rapidity with which cultivations had 
advanced was largely due to the encouragement and protection conferred by 
your institution when it was mainly an agricultural society and the principal one 
in the country 

We express on behalf of all our Members, as the Society succeeding to your 
agricultural interest, the earnest wish that the Royal Society of Arts, with whom 
we have always been privileged to enjoy amicable relations, may long continue 
to effect valuable contributions in its wide field of activities as it has done so 
successfully throughout the two centuries since its inception 
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The Chemical Society (1841) 


PROFESSOR C. K. INGOLD, F.R.S. President 


We, the President, Council and Fellow 
our warmest greetings and felicitations on 
sicentenary of the foundation of the R« 

From its earliest days, under the lead 

en of their time, your Society has pla 

id of knowledge, and in their applicatior 

We recall with pride that our own Societ 
on February 23rd, 1841, at the Society 
in its early vears, the Chemical Society 

ms for its meetings 

We earnestly hope that the Royal Sox 
century of its existence, to flourish and t 


to the well-being and the prosperity 


e Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
A. C. HARTLEY, C.B.1 Past President 


Che President, Council and Mem! 
Engineers send Greetings and have 
Society of Arts their cordial and sincet 

hundredth anniversary of the four 
ocieties which combine such a long hi 
f such distinguished service for the 
for the community as a whole. Your S 
Presidency of His Royal Highness The D 
pride look back upon magnificent achi 

1754. In that vear the formatior 

illustrious persons as the Duke of Mar 
Gordon, the Duke of Rockingham, th« 
Samuel Johnson 

Che Institution of Mechanical Engineer 
Arts its congratulations and felicitatior 


future the Society will continue its advan 


The Institute of Actuaries (1848) 
I R. J. KIRTON Senior Vice-President 


It is with great pleasure that the Cour 
accepte d your invitation to be represented 
The Institute most warmly felicitates the R 
occasion and sends cordial greetings and 

The Royal Society of Arts has an illustri 
education in this country. The quality of a civilizatior 
upon the promotion of a widespread appreciation of 


especially upon the encouragement of talent and abilit 


find expression and fulfilment in cre: 
Royal Society of Arts has been energetically « 
ideals and has tirelessly endeavoured to uphold -the 
British culture 

The Council of the Institute of Actuaries is gratified t 
of paying its tribute to a great national institution. Ma 
Arts long continue to prosper. 
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Victoria and Albert Museum (1852) 
FIGH ASHTON Director. 


On the occasion of the Bicentenary of the Royal Society of Arts it is with the 
eatest pleasure that the Victoria and Albert Museum offers its warmest 
ngratulations. The aims of the Society are closely related to those which provided 
reason for the foundation of the Museum. We may legitimately 
es as under a deep obligation to the Roval Society of Arts for it was due to 
society that the Great Exhibition of ISSI, under the auspices of the Society's 


regard our- 


sident, the Prince Consort, came into being. From the profits of that Exhibition 
is were provided for our creation 
It is therefore as one of the larger enterprises fostered by your Society th 


t 
at 


Victoria and Albert Museum tenders its congratulations on vour Bicentenar 
Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain (1853) 
BERTRAM SINKINSON President 


Ihe President, Council and \Mlembers ot the Roval Photograpl ic Society have 
it pleasure in presenting their warmest congratulations to the Royal Societ 
(rts upon the occasion of the Bicentenary of its foundation on the 22nd Marcl 
54 

We recall with pride and gratitude that it was from the Royal Society of Art 
our own Society derived its first inspiration 100 


D vears ago 


May your undoubted influence in the sphere of art, education, industry and 


mmerce over the past two hundred years continue to grow with increasing 
iccess, so that the fine traditions of your Society may be still further enhanced 
the high purpose for which the Royal Society of Arts was founded be ever 
re abundantly fulfilled 


British Horological Institute (1858) 

\ROLD SPENCER JONES, F.R.S., ASTRONOMER-ROYAI President 
We, the President and Council of the British Horological Institute desire to 
congratulate the President and Council of the Royal Society of Arts on the occasion 


f the Bicentenary of the Society, and on the valuable work which this Society 


founded for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and commerce in Great 


sritain, has accomplished since its inception in 1754. The British Horological 


I 
I 


to which British inventive 


nstitute which is concerned with the encouragement and development of a craft 
genius has contributed so greatly, is proud to be at 
Institute in Association with the Royal Society of Arts 

We express the hope that the work of the Society will move from strength 
to strength in the furtherance of the great work that has been its object for the 
past two hundred years 


he Institution of Naval Architects (1860) 
CHARLES LILLICRAP, K.C.B., M.B.E. Chairman of Council 


The President, Council and Members of The Institution of Naval Architects 
convey their warmest congratulations to the Royal Society of Arts on the occasion 
of the Society's 200th Anniversary 

There is no other body to whom the Institution of Naval Architects is more 
indebted, for it was within the walls of your Society in 1860 that a group of 
distinguished naval architects and marine engineers first met under the leadership 
of John Scott Russell, to lay the foundations of our own Institution 

For many years thereafter the Royal Society of Arts continued to afford 
hospitality and facilities to The Institution of Naval Architects for the reading 
discussion and recording of scientific papers relating to the art of Shipbuilding 
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It is, therefore, with great pleasure that on the occasion of its 200th ar 
we express to the Royal Society of Arts not only gratit 
encouragement, but our intense admiration of the Societ 


o the development of the arts and commerce over suct 
confidence in the Society’s future prosperity 


The Royal Aeronautical Society (1866) 
SIR WILLIAM FARREN, C.B., M.B.E. President 


| bring you our Greetings and Congratulations 
future, our good wishes. We congratulate you 
Bicentenary is, in itself, a great achievement, bi 
the spirit which inspires all your activities 


ee 
yelieved 


T'wo hundred years ago your founders 
unlimited field for your activities. Time has proved 
discussions, you embrace the Sciences, proving tl 
Sciences and Arts that we progress 

Our Society is indebted to you for your hospitality 
of our existence, when we met in your Rooms. For thi 
a pleasure for me to find myself once again in what 
notable meeting places in London, and to offer 
magnificent record 


The East India Assoctation (1866) 
SIR FRANCIS LOW Secretary 


The East India Association, the oldest organizatio 
Empire Societies, has always appreciated the 
Royal Society of Arts and the three countries whicl 
Indian Empire 

For nearly two centuries the Royal Society of Arts 
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerc 
independent countries of India, Pakistan and Burma. | 
was a separate Indian Section, now merged into tl ( 
The list of papers read by recognized authorities at meet 
Section has been remarkably comprehensive. The East Ir 
the opportunity in recent years of co-operating with tl 
these papers. 

To an outstanding extent men who have rend 
Indian sub-Continent have played an active part 
Members of the Council, and a number of them have beer 

The Council of the East India Association express tl 
Royal Society of Arts will continue its interest in the 


and Burma during the third century upon which it n 


The Royal Empire Society (1868) 
SIR LANCELOT GRAHAM, K.C.S.1., K.C.1.E. Chairman of (¢ 


] 


The Council and Fellows of the Royal En pire S 
congratulations to the Royal Society of Arts on the oc¢ 


the Bicentenary of a Learned Society of pre-eminent stinction 


the activities of your Society, founded as it was ‘for the encouragement 
Manufactures and Commerce,’ is so all-embracing that it might almost ha 
questioned whether there was room for the creation subs: 

ship claiming to be a Learned Society within any part 

by you. By contrast the scope of our Society is limit 
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882 to the promotion of the ‘increase and diffusion of knowledge respecting as 
ell Our Colonies, Dependencies and Possessions, as Our Indian Empire, and 
e preservation of a permanent union between the Mother Country and the 
irious parts of the British Empire.’ It might seem an impertinence on the 
part of a Society as relatively youthful as ours to venture to offer to a Society its 
senior by more than a century any form of congratulation. We on our part having 
ad occasion to study the fine volume in which under the authorship of one of 
vur distinguished Secretaries, the late Sir Henry Wood, is set out the history of 
.e first century and a half of the life of your Society, have found it no easy task 
to express our commendation of your achievements: yet encouraged by the 
ympathy which links one Royal Society with another we have thought fit, as 
ir tribute to you, first to repeat those majestic lines of Lucretius in which your 
historian found a description, as noble as it was apt, of the multifariousness of 
your aims: and thereafter to present to you our rendering thereof 


Navigia atque agri culturas moenia leges 
arma vias vestes et cetera de genere horum, 
praemia, delicias quoque vitae funditis omnis, 
carmina picturas, et daedala signa polita, 
usus et impigrae simul experientia mentis 
paulatim docuit pedetemptim progredientis 
sic unumquicquid paulatim protrahit aetas 
in medium ratioque in luminis erigit oras. 
namque alid ex alio clarescere corde videbant, 
artibus ad summum donec venere cacumen 

Idem Anglice redditum : 
The sail, the plough, the towered cities’ laws, 
Arms, fabrics, roads, and othersuch as these 
Next lovely treasures of the inner life, 
Poesy, painting, and smooth statuary 
Long practice urged by ever-restless Thought 
Slowly and slowly step by step revealed, 
Each singly learnt from Time and Reasoning 
Men saw the light begetting light from light 
And climbed through Arts to high achievement’s peak. 


Greatly admiring the spirit of devotion with which you have held fast to your 


high purposes, we as a younger sister offer this tribute for your acceptance 


The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (1868) 
IR. G. A. COOMBE, M.c. President 


To the Royal Society of Arts 

The Council and Members of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
send greetings to the Council and Members of The Royal Society of Arts on the 
memorable occasion of the Bicentenary of its foundation. 

The Royal Society of Arts to-day fills an unique position as the Nation's only 
unspecialised Society. By its encouragement of discussion and research on the 
multifarious and important subjects coming within its wide field of the arts, manu- 
factures and commerce, the Society has inspired progress in all branches of 
practical knowledge both at home and throughout the Commonwealth. Its 
activities have had an important beneficial effect upon social change during the 
last two centuries 

The Council and Members of The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
all over the world send congratulations to your venerable Society, and their 
good wishes for a future as distinguished as its past 
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The Institution of Electrical Engineers (1871 


IR. HH. BISHOP, C.B.E. President 


The Institution of Electrical Engineers 
tion o The Royal Society for the Enco 
Commerce on the occasion of the celebratior 
ind to these are joined sincere good wist 


Wwress 


his Bicentenary constitutes a significant n 


f the arts and sciences to industry and afk 

f Electrical Engineers to place on record 
Che Royal Society for the Encouragement 
iS exemplified bv the record of its activiti 

he Institution joins with The Royal S 
\lanufactures and Commerce in efforts 
engineering sciences and their applicati 

re that the Council of The Institutio 

C.B.E., B.Se.(Eng.), M.I.E.1I 


celebration 


Presentation by Sir Frederick Handle 
(The City and Guilds of London Inst 
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Physical Soctety (1873) 
Cc. MENZIES’ Vice-President 


he President and Council of the Physical Society have the Honour to present 
ial congratulatory greetings on behalf of the two thousand Fellows of the 
ciety, on the great and auspicious occasion of the Bicentenary of the Foundation 
he Roval Society of Arts 

Founded in 1754 by eight influential men of character and vision with the 
wed object of promoting knowledge of the liberal arts and manufactures, yout 
ietv has had great direct and perhaps greater indirect, influence on the outlook 
owledge and methods of those whom it has so successfully reached. Your 
hods have been skilfully varied to suit the times, and to-day, at the opening of 
ir third century, you are distinguished for your Exhibitions, lectures, commercial 
yminations and many other activities of great progressional valuc¢ 

You have ever kept your eves looking out and forward, so that vou are 
ndful of the impact of the Sciences, as of the Arts, in your commercial and 
istrial spheres of influence 

Our very best wishes go out to you for the many years of great work which we 
persuaded lie before you ad multos annos. 

We invite you to receive this, our address, at the hands of out trusted Fellow 


1 Vice-President, Dr \. C. Menzies 


ity and Guilds of London Institute (1878) 
FREDERICK HANDLEY PAGE, C.B.E. Chairman of Council 


Che City and Guilds of London Institute to the Royal Society for the Encourag 

ent of Arts Manufactures and Commerc« 

Che Council of the Institute nd cordial greetings and good wishes to the 
resident, Council and Fellows of the Royal Society of Arts on the occasion of the 
Society’s Bicentenary 

The Institute recalls with deep satisfaction that the Society was founded in time 
to play an important part in shaping the destiny of this country during and since 


e time of the industrial revolution. Through patient example and persistent 
endeavour during two hundred years the Royal Society of Arts has been 
a stimulating cultural influence of great benefit to the Nation 

In tracing the development of British manufacture one sees the Society as a 
beacon, giving both light and guidance to those finding their way to ‘ndustrial 
success through the application of artistic skill and of scientific knowledge to their 
wn efforts 

The Institute, a far younger body, takes pride in the Society’s ideals and 
ichievements, and remembers with satisfaction the opportunity they were given 
by the Society for developing a system of examinations in crafts and technology 
which has now become of importance in assessing competence in many branches 
f industry 

Working along somewhat parallel paths in developing applied art and applied 
cience for the benefit of the industrial effort of the Country the City and Guilds 
London Institute desires to give special warmth to their greetings on this 
memorable occasion. 


The Institute of Bankers (1879) 
A. H. ENSOR President 


The Institute of Bankers offers warm and sincere congratulations to the Royal 
Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce on the 
vecasion of the Society’s Two-hundredth Anniversary 
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During two fateful yet fruitful centuries 
steadfastly upheld a tradition of encouraging 
development of the arts in all their forms and, thr 
expression to the cultural needs and desires of 

The Institute of Bankers is proud to be an 
on this high occasion. 

May the Royal Society of Arts long continue to flo 

The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Vi 
MR. JAMES BLAKEY President 

The Fellows and Associates of the Institut 
England and Wales through their President and 
congratulations to the Members of the Royal So 
Bicentenary of the Society and tender the 
well-being of the Society 

Given under the Common Seal of th 
England and Wales this 3rd day of Marcl 


The Society of Chemical Industry (1881) 
SIR WILLIAM OGG President 


The President and Council of the Soci 
the general body of members send cordial 
on the completion of two centuries of a 
community 

They recall with pride that the Society 
Chemical Section of the Royal Society of 
six years after the Society of Chemical Ind 
Food Group was preceded by the Food Comn 

The Society of Chemical Industry congrat 
its great achievements and looks forward wit 
for mankind during the years to come 


The Royal College of Music (1883) 


MR. CHARLES MORLEY Vice-President and Honorary S$ 


The President and Council of the Royal College of M 
the President and Council of the Royal Society of Arts the 
and good wishes on the occasion of the Bicenter 

For two hundred years the Royal Society of Art 
in the life of the nation, particularly in the de 
The founding of this College was the Societ 
an example of its vision and artistic enterpri 
Society of Arts may long continue so ably to en« 
of the artistic growth of the nation 

(Signed by The President, 
Her Majesty Q 
The Imperial Institute (1887) 
SIR GRIFFITH WILLIAMS, K.B.E., C.B. Vice-Chairm 

It gives me much pleasure to congratulate the Chairt 
Royal Society of Arts on the celebration of the Bicentenar 

At the time of the foundation of the Imperial Institut 
Society, in answer to an appeal by the Council, contri 
a special Society of Arts Fund for the Institute. Many 
were similar in character to those of the Society, and tl 
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its first Board ot Governors For the past sixty vears the two bodies have worked 

vether in close harmony 

Possibly of greatest interest to the Institute has been the valuable work of the 
mmonwealth Section of the Society, which has provided a forum for the 
cussion of developments overseas. On many occasions in the past Meetings of 
s Section provided an opportunity for members of the Institute’s scientific staff 
report on their own investigations and experiences, and the subsequent 
blication of their papers in the Journal of the Society served to bring their work 
the notice of a much wider public 

I wish the Society many more years of valued service and prosperity 


(Signed by the Chairman, Board of Governors, 
Che Right Honble. Viscount Hudson of Pewsey, P.( 


Royal Drawing Society (1888) 

R. R. TOMLINSON President 

Ihe Royal Drawing Society warmly congratulates the President, Chairman and 
\lembers of the Royal Society of Arts on the attainment of the Bicentenary of 
heir Society. 

lo have existed for two hundred years is, in itself, an achievement but the 
Society has done much more than stand the test of time. Its activities have covered 

wide a field and its achievements have been so outstanding that it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that there are few, if any, persons in the community who have not 
venefited by its efforts. Art, Science, Industry, Commerce, Education, Agriculture, 
Forestry and Philanthropy have all come within its purview and the advances in 
knowledge for which it is responsible have been of the greatest service to the 
nation and indeed to humanity at large. 

The Royal Drawing Society, which itself owes its foundation sixty-six years 
igo to a drawing master, the late Thomas Robert Ablett, pays its tribute of respect 
and admiration to the great Society founded by the drawing master William Shipley 
two-hundred years ago. It wishes the Royal Society of Arts, so venerable in point 
f years but so young and active still in spirit, a long and prosperous continuance 
f its beneficent activities and that they may shed no less lustre on the Society 


the years to come than its splendid record of service has done in the past 


Vuseums Association (1889) 
LEIGH ASHTON President 

On the occasion of the Bicentenary of the Royal Society of Arts it is with the 
greatest pleasure that the Museums Association of Great Britain offers its warmest 
ongratulations. 

With its varied enterprises the Society probably made no more important 
contribution to the work of museums than in the project of the Great Exhibition 
f 1851. The stimulus then given to museum work in general has largely resulted 
in the expansion of museums to the provinces and it was expressly due to the idea 
if the Prince Consort, then President of the Society, that this cultural expansion 
took place. 

It is therefore with special pleasure that the Museums Association offers its 


congratulations on this memorable occasion. 


The Chartered Institute of Secretaries of Joint Stock Companies and other Public 
Bodies (1891) 
\. M. ALLEN Secretary 


At a meeting of the Council of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries of Joint 
Stock Companies and other Public Bodies held in the City of London on thx 
first day of December, 1953, it was resolved: 
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JOURNAI 
It 
ittainment of its Bicentenary 

\ pioneer in the development and applicatior 

irts and commerce, and in many fields of educa 


at the Council record its congratulatior 


whicl 


t th 


conducted examinations in commercial subjects 
alue to the country’s business efficiency and 
has made outstanding contributions t 


It 
commerce in many British possessions 
humanitarian projects 

On behalf of 23,000 members in all parts 
of the Institute wishes the Royal Societ 


distinguished contribution to the welfare of 


rf t 


The Royal African Soctety (1901) 
HONBLE. LORD HAILEY, P.C., G.C. 


THE RIGHT S, 
of Council 
I am desired by the Council of The Royal Africa 

on the occasion of the 2ooth Anniversary of the fo 
Arts this Society's very sincere congratulatior 


of 
Few Institutions of similar aims can look back 


1 record of public service 
Che Council and Members of The Royal 
celebrations of the Bicentenary will be | 


Arts may long continue with inc 


the 


Society of 
vork for the advancement of knowledge 
Istan Soctety (1901) 


B K.C.M.G., D 


The Royal Central 
ENERA SIR JOHN SHEA, G.C. 
On this memorable occasion, The Royal ¢ 
yngratulations to those of the many other 
e not a little to The Royal Society of Arts fo 


When 200 vears ago this Roval Society 


spec iali 


j 
a 


variety of subjects which would be 
building by 


racious and beautiful 


rsonages 
Many of the specialized Societies now un 
by this Society. Neverthel 


m seeds sown 
sense narrowed or reduced its spher 


earnest wish of the Royal Central 


th 
distinguished Royal Pre 


1S é 
rts under its 
irted in its endeavours, to occupy tt 
f encouragement in the arts and ht 


|! Academy of Dramatic Art (1904) 
)RA ROBSON, C.B.E. Deputy President 
In presenting this Address to the Royal So« 
Bicentenary Festival r 

to offer congratulations on its own behalf an¢ 
after four Appeals, the Acadet 
recognized in Law as a Fine Art 
validit 


In 1930, 
Id be 

Members seems to endorse the 
Arts has in its hist 


) 


Che Roval Society of 
vhich abiding belief in sound moral prin¢ 


I 


the Royal Academy of Drama 
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fHE PRESIDENT ,Comecil & 
| of the Rovai Institute of British 


i the Members of Council of ch 

Ws YROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
aA OF ENGLAND 
express To you,on the occasion of the bi-centenary celgbrarion of the formation 


of your Sotvety for the encouragement o; Arts Manuf actures, and Commence ut 
Greac Britain, ceremonious and most cordial con ug atulations 
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) . a 
ne Roval Academy of. Arts 


to the 


LOYAL SOCLETY OF ARTS 


~atulating tie Roval Society of Arts on the 


iplerion of t s second century of distinguished 
Lerpnise the Roval Acaden.y remem vers that et 
win 1760, “nder the auspices of your Soctety 
vt the first p ible Exhibinon: of works by livi K 
tustes was held in London. lt wes in +. small 
casurt duc to the success of that ploncening yen 
mre 7 aling the opportunities & G..vantages 
f somlar, annual, Exhivrions, tha: cight years 
. ) 
iter our ov Society was founded 
‘ f Sur Joshua Reynolds, our first Presiden 
ad alreadyi 11762, appea rd among the stena 
of the first Subscription Book of the Reval 
ev of Asts.and we ort proud to reall that in 
vrecent tomes our Sonenies collabormed m the 
Exhibition of British Art in Industry, held at the 


Roval Academy m 1925,an Exhrbmtion whid: 


ctumulated wedespread mrterest in Britesh design 
f ‘ 


The Atembers of the Royal Academy evpress then 
proteund appreciation of the me my scrvices te 
amsts rendered by the Reval Soctety of Arts in 
the past.and are confident that in the ficturc. 
boris wn the sphere of art and in your broaden 
responsibilitics the communeey will continue 
tw benefut from vour encourage: nt of ment 


and inmtative. 


fresiden Marth 22 nd 1954 
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ld Kel, 


THE BICENTENARY WEEK 


CTHAT the Council record its congratulations to the 
“as “ 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS 
on the attainment of its bicentenary. woo 4 
A proncer in the development and application of 
science in connexion with the arts and commerce, 
and in many felds of education, che Sociery has 
fora century conducted examinations in commercial 
subjects, which haw been of the greatest value to 
the country’s business efficiency and to the 
secretarial profession NNN NARA Ney 
Jc has made outstanding contributions to che 
development of industry and commerce in many 
British possesswons overseas, and has inttiared_ 
many humanitarian projects. ene—aorne—- 
On behalf of 95.000 members in all parts of the 
Commonwealth, che Council of the Institute wishes 
the Royal Sociery ot Arts continued success in 
its distinguished contriburton co the welfare of 
che nation 0. sev 0se sn ce nn vena” 


Prnnr bg harly herr tem 


~ 
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The Fellows, Members ar 


Y OF INDI 
have the honour to cor 
ROYAL SOCIETY 
upon the completion of its first tw 
of useful and distingu 


its foundation your Society has worked t 
s and manufactures of their time and to foste 
#f our country the highest standards of appea 
These are also the aims of the practising designer wi 
is proud to represent. To his hand and eye mus 
of translating high aspirations into physical forms 
to believe that the ideals of our Societies are as similar 
that we are so sincerely glad to be associated with y 
We hope that your celebrations will be successful, a 
and equally fruitful period of creative work, warr 
good wishes of your many friends, among wh 
always be pleased to count every membe 


ON BERALP OF THE socreTY 


Ab nIEY HAO 


PRESIDENT 
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n the second centenary oF the four dahon & the 

K oyar : oovsty of Arta in i onden., 

6 ouneil and |G) ambers of the W alte 

be oerty f Arts 1 an ufact ures on 
G emmerse send you their poarty songratulatong on the grea 
cohue vernents, werk and susess of your S ceisty throuchout 
sath a long ous life, and empress their with and hope the 
your ~Seckety may yet happily complete ther conturiog of existence | 
the promotion of Art and © ulture amd for the benefit of 

Ps nif 


Wd astern hon. 

‘Ghe -G@ alta S oelety of Arts 
@ anu fastures end G ammeres is wor mindful that u owes us 
parentage to your * Srcosieby over @ hundred years oqo, and looks 
with reverenes and admiration to your noble netitution Sor 
leaderwiy— and progress. 

@ hat D wine -P rovidence may protes 
your great J nati turon, preserve is life Foe marry eenturres 
to eume, and shower blessings over its work. is the Fervent wis 
and prayer of the Walia Sosiety of Acts W/ anufastures 
and Cc ommerse, Ley you aiways prosper 


Dated scaled and signed tis ifteamth day of (are 


C 
a ee 


Presi dent 
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lop: the Chairman's gavel of ivory, 

the Royal College of Art ; centre: the tre 
bone-china plate presented by the Roy 
bottom: the Grand Medal awarded b 
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vhich is able to discern the creative imagination of the time. Interaction between 
ast Tradition and future Accomplishment is so intimate that it is often over-looked, 
ind such incomprehension blights judgement. 
The influence of the Royal Society of Arts has tended continuously to maintain 
through 200 years a balance between Originality and Tradition which Testifies 
» the wisdom of its Inception and Development 


Royal India, Pakistan & Ceylon Society (1910) 


VILLIAM BARTON, K.C.I.E., C.S.1. Vice-President 


The Royal India Pakistan and Ceylon Society was founded in 1910 for the 
purpose of promoting a better understanding of the culture of the Indian 
sub-continent, and those parts of Asia whose art was influenced thereby 

The Society has always admired the work of the Royal Society of Arts in the 
same wide field. The Sir George Birdwood Memorial Lecture has had this object 
steadily in view, and has been of special interest to members who belong to both 
yrganisations. 

The Royal India Pakistan and Ceylon Society warmly congratulates your 
society on the high repute and vigour with which it enters on its Third Century, 
and is assured that its interest in the cultures of India, Pakistan and Ceylon and 
ther Asian lands will be well maintained. 


Presentation by Lord Esher (The London Society) 
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The London Society (1912) 
THE RIGHT HONBLE. VISCOUNT ESHER, M.B.1 


We the Council and Members of the Lor 
sincere congratulations on the "Two Hundr: 
the Royal Society of Arts. 

\s a Society whose aim it is to stimulate a 
Capital City, the preservation of its charms 

evelopments we entertain a profound ad 
rendered by the Royal Society to the En« 


pray that its activities may be continued for 


The Society of Industrial Artists (1930) 
ASHLEY HAVINDEN, O.B.E., R.D.I. Preside 


I'he Fellows, Members and Licentiates of the 
the honour to congratulate the Royal Societ 
hrst two hundred years of useful and disting 

Since its foundation your Society has worke« 
the arts and manufactures of their time and 
product of our country the highest standar 
formance. These are also the aims of the practi 
Industrial Artists is proud to represent. To hi 
entrusted the task of translating high aspiratior 
we presume to believe that the ideals of our Societic 
are complementary that we are so sincerely glad t 
upon this occasion. We hope that your celebratior 
you will enter upon a new and equally fruitful pet 
refreshed by the good wishes of your many fri 


will always be pleased to count every member 


The Faculty of Royal Designers for Industry (193 
SIR FRANCIS MEYNELL Master 


Instead of an address, Sir Francts Meynel 
bearing the inscription ‘Royal Designers for Indust: 


1754-1954: Filial Salutations March 22nd 1954’. 


The Council of Industrial Design (1944) 


DR. W. J. WORBOYS Chairman 


[ am desired to convey to you the congratulati 
Design on the Bicentenary of your Society 
From its foundation in 1754 one of the declar 


the improvement of the design of manufacture 
to be one of the oldest societies in the world to r 


this matter would become through the introduction of machinet 


1 


of this subject covers the whole span of the industrial revolut 
life your Society saw how potent a factor the exhibition might 
ducing new ideas by selection, display and comparison, as was e3 
series of exhibitions of industrial design which was held before th« 
of 1851 and more recently by those at Burlington Hous 
Therefore it is reasonable to assume that not only were these pi 
the Royal Society of Arts carefully studied before the Gi 
Council of Industrial Design in 1944, but that it was of val 

to implement the policy laid down for the new body 
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It is pleasing to note that time has in no way lessened your Society's interest in 
ndustrial design problems. The creation of the Faculty of Royal Designers for 
Industry in 1936, the Bursaries awarded to art students and designers before and 
since the last war in an important group of trades and the institution of the 
Bicentenary Medal to mark this great occasion by recognising those who, as 
patrons, have exerted an exceptional influence in promoting the development of 
design in British industry are all evidence of a strong, refreshing, persistent and 
youthful spirit of adventure. 

As one of the youngest bodies in this field my Council is honoured to congratulate 
you on your achievements. I hope, and believe, that your future will be as 
distinguished as your past and that your great experience and prestige will long 
enable you to give encouragement and support to many worthy causes 


The Arts Council of Great Britain (1946) 
\SEPH COMPTON, C.B.E. Member of Executive Committee 


Congratulatory Address to the Royal Society of Arts from the Arts Council 
on the occasion of the Bicentenary Celebrations 

The Arts Council of Great Britain, now only in its ninth year, is a very junior 
relation of the Royal Society of Arts. Yet it is proud to claim kinship in its policies 
and activities, with the educational doctrine which the Royal Society of Arts has 
demonstrated for two centuries. 

The Arts Council of Great Britain, in its endeavours to diffuse the practice of 
appreciation of the fine arts is sustained by the same faith which impelled the 
Royal Society of Arts to promote, in 1760, the first exhibition of contemporary 
pictures in this country. That enlightened example of patronage, has led in our 
time to the abundant provision by the Arts Council of similar exhibitions in the 
provinces as well as the metropolis. It is of special significance, too, that one of 
the very first acts of the Royal Society, always realistic in its educational values, 
was to offer prizes first, for the discovery of cobalt in England and, second, for the 
production of madder: both of them essential substances in the manufacture of 
painters’ colours. In its nourishment of the fine arts the Royal Society, has always 
been concerned not only with ends, but also with practical ways and means 

The Arts Council of Great Britain is privileged to be associated with ventures 
which the Royal Society of Arts initiated, and renews on this occasion its resolve 
to foster the principles which the Royal Society of Arts has so long and successfully 
exemplified. 


The Modular Society (1953) 


R ALFRED BOSSOM, BART., M.P. President 


By the authority of the Council of the Modular Society, perhaps the youngest 
daughter society, having been founded in January 1953, we present greetings to 
the Royal Society of Arts on the occasion of its Bicentenary and look forward to 
a long future of high public service following the fine example of its illustrious 
parent. 

The Modular Society is conscious that it is reviving the early tradition of the 
Royal Society of Arts (which stimulated the development of the Industrial 
Revolution in many branches of manufacture but left building almost unaffected) 
in addressing itself to the dimensional problem whose solution is one of the keys 
to its industrialisation and to speeding the erection of buildings 

In this field the Modular Society hopes to support the Royal Society of Arts in 
the improvement of art, commerce and manufacture, by its regard for the art of 
architecture, by showing how the cost of building can be lowered and’ by 
improving the manufacture of components designed for assembly into buildings. 
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Presentation by Sir Alfred Bossom, Bart., M.P 


OVERSEAS ORGANIZ 


The Royal Dublin Society (1731) 


4 


PROFESSOR F. FE. HACKETT President 


On the occasion of the celebration of the Bicenter 
Royal Society of Arts the Royal Dublin Soci 
to Its contemporary and kindred Society 


For two centuries our Societies have promoted 


expressed in their original titles adapting their methods to suit 
Shortly after its foundation the Dublin Society accepte 
Dr. Samuel Madden to give premiums for improving |} 
and other 


1 tr 


manuta 


useful arts. He became known as Premium M t 
honour of being elected a Corresponding Member o 


At your foundation meeting in 1754 it was resolved “‘t 


and he | 
ur 

1 tow pren 

a certain number of boys and girls under the age of sixteen » shall produc« 

best piece of drawing and show themselves most capable wher 


yperly examir 
it being the opinion of all present that the Art of Drawing is absolutely 
in many employments, trades, and manufactures.’’ Thus 


premiums by your Society which continued in full vigour for 


nec 
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Presentation by Professor F. EF. Hackett (The Royal Dublin Society) 


ears ‘I he Industriai Art Bursari which your Society now award show how the 
of industrial design stil its work. In the 
conditions of the time led to an extension of the 
premiums to the Fine Aris also. Amongst your 
he and Thomas Cooley 
f the architectural glories of Georgian Dublin 
if James Barry who passed throug 


yolicy of the encouragement 


| dominates 
ighteenth century the 


award of 
prize winners, Dublin 
names of James Gandon who were the designers of 

On the other hand the 
rh the School of Drawing 


hot oul 
som 
reputatior 

f the Dublin Society 
he painted for the Great Room of the Society of Arts 
The two Societies became associated in a formal manner in 1 
vas adopted: “That the President and Vice-Presidents for the time being of the 
London Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce 

is Honorary Members of the Dublin Society 

in our library gives evidence of co-operation in the publicatior 
f a list of premiums offered by the Dublin Society 11 


rests on the pictures 


775 when a By-law 


hall always be 


considered 
\ treasured volum 


in 1801 togethe 
if those premiums of the Society of 


with a list 
Our two Societies have thu 


Arts which had been extended to Ireland 

iring two centuries run parallel courses promoting 
wert unded by small groups 
ice to ensure that 
growing knowledge in the Arts 


throughout the 


imilar objects. Both of men who gave un- 
emunerated ser\ better use should be made of man 


s fast 
Agriculture 


n Industry, and 1 Both have grown 
years thanks to the work of the many members who sought, not 
the privileges of membership, but the opportunities to serve their Society for tl 
venefit of their country 


ne 


May the Royal Society of Arts in the coming years continue to have the creative 


nergy given by the generous support of a wide circle of members, enabling it to 


arry out in suitable ways its traditional and distinctive task of the encouragement 
f the Arts, Manufactures and Commerce 
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The American Philosophical Society (1743) 
PROFESSOR VIVIAN H. GALBRAITH A Foreign Membe 
The American Philosophical Society, the oldest 


States of America, Founded in 1743 by Ber 


jamur 
kinship with The Royal Society of Arts inasmucl 
example from The Royal Society of London. Like tl 
American Philosophical Society early devot 


scientific knowledge and discoveries 
We find a special satisfaction in noting that the histor 
Arts has so amply demonstrated the truth of th« 
the experience of ages shows that improvement 
best carried on by societies of liberal and i 


vords in 


in one grand pursuit whereby 
is cherished 
May the Two Societies long labor together 


Subscribed to on behalf of The American Philo 
this twenty-sixth day of February, nineteen hundr 
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triotische Gesellschaft von 1765 (1765) 
R WERNER SIEVEKING President 


Che Patriotische Gesellschaft von 1765 in Hamburg extends her best wishes 

the Royal Society of Arts in London on the occasion of her Bicentenary 

May also in future the friendly relations of both societies be maintained in 
their mutual endeavours (common aim) to further work and prosperity of the 

tizens for happiness and peace of the peoples. (Translation given with address, 


ee page 353-) 


Société d’ Encouragement pour |’ Industrie Nationale (1801) 
NSIEUR ALBERT CAQUOT, C.M.G., D.S.0., MEMBRE DE L’INSTITUT, GRAND 
ROIX DE LA LEGION D’HONNEUR President 


Le President et les Membres de la Société d’Encouragement pour |’ Industrie 
Nationale sont heureux d’apporter A la Royal Society of Arts une expression ce 
jute estime pour l’ceuvre accomplie par celle-ci depuis sa fondation en 1754 
Dés le XVITI®™ siécle, cette ceuvre fut si remarquable que la Société fondée 
pour l’encouragement des Arts, Manufactures et Commerce en Grande-Bretagne 

servit de modéle en d’autres Pays 

Il leur est agréable de constater que la Royal Society of Arts poursuit aujourd'hui 
sa carriére deux fois séculaire sous la haute direction de son Altesse Royale le 
duc d’Edimbourg, son Président, d’une fagon aussi féconde que par le passé, et 
qu'elle entretient avec la Société francaise les meilleures relations depuis plus 
d’un siécle. 

Le Président et les Membres de la Société d’Encouragement pour |’ Industrie 
Nationale, interprétes des milieux scientifiques et industriels francais, formulent 
les voeeux les plus chaleureux pour l’avenir de la Royal Society of Arts, pour le 
progres des activités britanniques auxquelles elle consacre ses efforts et pour le 


développement des amitiés déja si nombreuses entre les deux nations 


Svenska Slojdforeningen (1845) 


HERR SVERKER AstROM Counsellor of the Royal Swedish Embassy 


On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the Royal Society of Arts the Board 
of Svenska Sléjdféreningen is pleased to award to the Society as a warm token 
of the Society’s work its Grand Medal instituted on the 25th Anniversary of 
Svenska Sléjdféreningen on 6th October 1870 


The congratulatory address was accompanied by the Swedish Society's Grand 
Medal which is reproduced on page 356. 


The Malta Society of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (1852) 
CHEV. THE HONBLE. MR. JUSTICE ANTHONY J. MONTANARO-GAUCI, C.B.E. President 


On the second centenary of the Foundation of the Royal Society of Arts in 
London, the Council and Members of the Malta Society of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce send you their hearty congratulations on the great achievements, 
good work and success of your Society throughout such a long industrious life, 
and express their wish and hope that your Society may yet happily complete 
other centuries of existence for the promotion of Art and Culture and for the 
benefit of Western Civilization. 

The Malta Society of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce is ever mindful that 
it Owes its parentage to your Society over a hundred years ago, and looks with 
reverence and admiration to your noble Institution for leadership and progress 
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That Divine Providence mav protect 
for many centuries to come, and shower bl! 
wish and prayer of the Malta Society 
May you always prosper! 
When the presentations had been made, tii 
P.C., GLB. EE, DC.L., LL.D. DJ] 


Society, was called upon to give the followin 


My Lord Chairman, my Lords, Ladies and Get 


I think you will all agree that this has be 
a moving ceremony—this long procession that 
to have been reading quite lately the Witches S 
difference it has called to my mind how ther 
eyes of Macbeth the procession of the unbor 
this? A fourth? . . . What, will the line str 
Another vet? A seventh?’ Here, it is true, th 
is no witchcraft. These are not the ghosts of 
eminent men, substantial, arrayed in colourt 
trom tamous institutions, each active in its 
with six others from bodies overseas, all brit 
and good will to one of the very few organi 
have a record of two centuries of useful servi 

This is the Royal Society of Arts and | 
text for my short Address. 

‘Royal’, because, although strictly indepet 
of governments, the Society has ever been grat 
support which it has received from the Crow 
the nation. ‘The connection of the Prince Cor 
enlightened man made this Society a principal 
And to-day the Society is again honoured | 
Consort, whose own interests are similar, but 
and welcome qualities of his own. 

It is a society to do with the ‘Arts’, and the 


factures and commerce. This Society has never accept 


phrase, ‘Art for Art’s sake’, which is supposed to exal 
life 


value. For we should not separate art from 
beauty, although occasionally, just now, we fin 

absence. But this Society holds that a love of 

of life. That is the principle that this Society has held fr 

But it has also been imbued by a practical spirit, and so h 
plish definite, concrete, results. I have always been impr 
of these lines in Cowper’s Task : 


Defend me from the toil 


Of dropping buckets into empty 


And growing old in drawing no 


y 
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Lord Samuel 


How often does that happen to some philosophers and to many scholars 
pping buckets into empty wells, and growing old in drawing nothing up 
lhe men who founded this Society did not do that; and the men who have 
maintained it, and women, and those who give service to it to-day. And as a 


onsequence they have to show a vast and varied record of valuable achievement. 


It is ‘Royal’, it is concerned with “The Arts’, and it is a ‘Society’. It is part 


f that vast structure of voluntary organizations, which have been striking 
nd significant features in our modern civilization, and of which we take too 
little account as integral parts of that civilization. ‘They are not the creation of 
the State; they are not maintained by grants from public resources. This Society, 
ind other such societies, are spontaneous creations of the voluntary action of 
dependent men and women of energy and good will. 

Two hundred years ago, on that other 22nd March, 1754, there were, as we 
ave been told, eleven persons present. Now this Society has six thousand 
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members, and apart from all else its system of examinatio! 
needs in a single year of well over 100,000 students 

‘This is an occasion for retrospect. It is a remarkable event 
of to-day is a lineal descendant of one of those elever 
Folkestone of that time. I think in this commemoration w 
‘Exhibit No. 1’, for he can in imagination link hands wit 
across that gap of 200 years. And the Society has been 
many vicissitudes, in meeting still in this very hall, which it 
built at the beginning, but where it has held its sessions for 
two centuries. 

I have a recollection of my own with regard to this hall 
bandying centuries about, I may tell you that this happ 


a century ago when, as a young member of the House of ¢ 


privilege of giving a lecture on Uganda, a country that was then almost ur 


| 


in the heart of Africa, and which I had lately visited. And what was sig 
about that ceremony was that Sir Henry Stanley was sitting over there a1 
end rose in his place and made quite a long speech proposing a vote of 1 
So there you have a link with the past—that was in Marcl 
to my surprise the silver medal of the Society was confert 
lecture and for my perilous adventures as a mere tourist ir 
I need hardly say, is one of my most treasured possessions 

This is an occasion for retrospect, but not only for retrospect 
in the past ought not to be only antiquarian or nostalgic. Ws 
because we can find in its experience guidance for ourselves in 
problems of the present. And we can see, looking back over history, 
the ingenuity and persistence of man has been able to accomplish for th 
of the human race. All that should give us ourselves hops 
future. Those men of two hundred years ago had the c 
work for the future. We and our times are the future for wl 
and their faith has been justified for, with all its faults 
has shown a great advance in the prime conditions of h 
earlier centuries. 

It is therefore for us in our turn to cherish that faith ar 


that work, for the sake of the generations that are still to com 


After the Chairman of Council had thanked | 
company went downstairs to the Library where, as 
to inspect the congratulatory addresses which had been 


walls. 
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The Chairman and Miss Flora Robson looking at the Address: 


In addition to the congratulatory addresses presented at this ceremony, the 
9 j 


lowing messages from other Socteties have been received : 


ciety of Antiquaries of London 


I am writing on behalf of the Council and Fellows of this Society to send their 
warm congratulations to the Royal Society of Arts, to which many members of 
this Society have belonged, on the occasion of the Bicentenary of its Foundation 

This Society appreciates the very varied and useful work inaugurated and 
carried out by the Royal Society of Arts during the two hundred years of its 


existence, and sends its best wishes for many successful years to come 


(Signed by the President, Sir James Mann.) 


Incorporated Association of Architects and Surveyors 


The President, the Council, and Members of this Association offer to 
the Royal Society of Arts their sincere felicitations on the occasion of the two- 
hundredth Anniversary of the Royal Society’s foundation. Throughout two 
centuries of everchanging social and economic conditions the Royal Society of 
Arts has consistently upheld the ideals of its august founders—the promotion 
of the Arts and the Sciences. Members of the professions represented by this 
Association are mindful of their indebtedness to the Royal Society and desire to 
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express their appreciation together with their 
vigour the Royal Society enters upon its thir 


sciences 


The Ce ntral . Issoe tation of Photographi Societe 


On behalf of The Central Association of PI 
tender our Congratulations to the Royal S« 
Bicentenary 

I'wo hundred years ago the ideals cheri 
truly inspired their successors to encourage t 
Society nearly a century later 

To-day, the two hundred and fifty photogra 
alone constitute their own proud monument t 
ago, and on behalf of all their Officers and Mem! 
undertaking in the future will reap a reward as 
decessors bequeathed to us. 


(Signed by the President, T. Herber 


British Kinematograph Society 


The British Kinematograph Society takes ¢ 
congratulations to the Royal Society of Arts on the 


re 


It is a matter of deep satisfaction that cordia 
between the two Societies. 
The influence and contribution of the Ro 


ndustrial design has been world-wide. TI 


ind technical interests is of primary tmport 
whether in the fields of entertainment, 
the British Kinematograph Society is espe 
endeavours of the Royal Society of Arts t 
industry 

It is the sincere wish of the British Kir 
Society of Arts may look forward to a futur 


past has been distinguished and historic 


The Architectural Assoctation 


At the last meeting of my Council ment 
Bicentenary Celebrations of the Royal Soci 
resolved that the congratulations of the Archi 
cordial good wishes for the future of the R 
your President and Council. 

Members of Council also expressed their ¢ 
of your Centenary Celebrations. 


(Signed 


The Institution of Engineering Designers 
It gives me great pleasure to convey my pl 
Society of Arts on reaching the Bicentenary m 


history 
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My Vice-Presidents and Members of Council, and indeed the entire Membet 


hip, join me in offering you the sincere congratulations and best wishes of the 
, 


nstitution of Engineering Designers 


Signed by the President, Viscount Nuffield.) 


Institution of Gas Engineers 


The Institution of Gas Engineers addresses to The Royal Society for the 


Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce greetings and congratulations 
ipon the celebration of the 


Bicentenary of its foundation 


Che Institution is happy to have this opportunity of expressing its sinceré 


ippreciation of the pioneer activities of your Society 


Ids 


in the wide and diverse 
fields covered by its title. These have 


been made more fruitful by your Society 
n many ways, including the organization of exhibitions (notably the Gre 
Exhibition of 1851 under your then President, the Prince Consort), the giving 
f Lectures (at which some of the great scientific discoveries have been announced) 
the holding of examinations and the award 
leadership and energy, it has inspired tl 
oncerned with the Arts and Sciences 
itality 


at 


of medals and prizes. Through its 


1e formation of several kindred Societies 


without in any way impairing its own 


he Institution is proud to note that your President in this year of your 


sicentenary is His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., K.T., who 


has greatly honoured this Institution by accepting its Honorary Life Membershi 

The Institution of Gas Engineers extends to the Royal Society of Arts 
varmest wishes for continued strength and successful endeavour in the 
century of its distinguished life 


Plastics Institute 

The President and Council of the Plastics Institute offer their congratulations 
the Royal Society of Arts on the occasion of their ‘'wo-hundredth Anniversary 
‘hese greetings are perhaps the more sincere 


as we are happy to include withir 

the membership of the Plastics Institute many who are Fellows of your Society 
Representing as we do one of the younger of the cultural institutions of our 

land and one which is based on an industry of increasing importance, we recall 


with gratitude the assistance which we have received from the Royal Society of 


interest you have taken in establishing the 
fundamental necessity of good design as a pre-requisite of 


Arts during our formative vears, the 


industrial progress 
in particular your recognition of the growing importance of our technology 
by making it a subject for your Cantor Lectures 


and 


During two centuries of intensive 
industrial development your Society has maintained its complete independence 
of thought and action, has fostered the spirit of craftsmanship in our land 
has given material assistance 


arts 


and 


in cementing the union between industry and the 


We express the hope that the Royal Society of Arts may continue to enjoy un- 
broken prosperity, and may carry forward effectively the torch of knowled 


ge into 
a world which now needs its light perhaps more than at any other period of its 
history. 
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OUNCIL COMMEMORATION 


held in the Hall of the Wors/ 
Tallow Chandlers at 7.30 


22nd March, 1954, with the 
Earl of Radnor, K.C.1 


Vembers of Council and their guests were 
in the old court room of the Tallow Chandle 
The following Members of Council and thet 
Mr. Fk. H. Andrews. Lord 
Sir Alfred Bossom and Miss Ruth 
Holdsworth. Mi 
Sir Frank Brown and Mrs. Dewar. 
Sir Edward Crowe and Mrs. Jenks. 
\ir. Peter Le Neve Foster. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gloag. 
Sir Ernest and Lady Goodale. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Hartley. 
Dame Caroline Haslett. 
Dr. and Mrs. R. W. Holland. 


Sir Harry Lindsay. 


Profs ssor 


Mr. Willi 


Miss 


Sir Francis and Lady Meynell. 
Mr. and Mrs. Oswald P. Milne. 
Lord and Lady Nathan. 
Sir William Ogg. 

lfter the dinner, when the loyal toast and t 
heen drunk, the Chairman made a short 
entertained with a presentation by students 
Irt (by kind permission of Sir Kenneth Barn 
Conquer, by Oliver Goldsmith, who was a member 


THE BANQUET 


held at the Savey Hotel at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
1954, with the Right Honble. the 
K.C.V.O., Chairman of Council, 


Guests began to arrive at the Embankment entrance of the 
were received by Lord and Lady Radnor in the Riverside R 
congratulatory addresses presented on Monday, together with a 
taken of the different events of the Bicentenary week, were displ 

THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF 


Sir Godfrey Thomas and Mrs. Cedric Holland, arrived 
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Lord and Lady Radnor, Mr. 


Munro Runtz, past Chairman of Council, and 
s. Runtz, and the Secretary 


The following guests of the Society 


and Members of the Council 
sented to them: 


were then 


Ihe Lord Mayor ot London and the Lady Mavoress (ur Noel and | 


isittart Bowater), Lord and Lady Woolton, Lord 
Edward Crowe and Mrs. Jenks, Mr 


ady 
and Lady Folkestone, 
. Peter Le Neve Foster and Miss Fost« r. 
Ernest and Lady Goodale, Sir Harry Lindsay, Dr. Holland, Mrs. Luckhurst 


The Royal party then joined the rest of the company 


which numbered more 
an 400, in the Lancaster Room. On the tables 


, in front of each guest, were prints 
m the original engraving for the invitation card for the Society's first dinne? 

756, reproduced below, placed beside the menu card, which had been specially 
signed and presented to the Society by the Faculty of Royal Designers for 
dustry. Seated at the high table were, on the right of the Chairman: H.8.u 


iE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER, Lord Woolton, the Lady Mayoress, Dr. E. D 
\drian, Viscount Samuel, Lady Goodale, The Rev. Lewis Mervyn Charles- 

lwards, Mrs. E. Munro Runtz, Monsieur Albert Caquot, Sir Harry 
Chevalier the Hon. Mr. Justice A. J. 


Lindsay, 
Montanaro-Gauci, Mrs. Edward Jenks, 
Professor F. E. Hackett, Mrs. Kleen and Sir John 


Cecil-Williams; on the 
ft of the Chairman: H.R.H. THE DUKI 


OF GLOUCESTER, the Countess ot 
Radnor, ‘Vhe Lord Mayor, Dame Ninette de Valois, 


Sir Ernest Goodale, 
Lady Woolton, Sir Gerald 


Kelly, Mr. E. Munro Runtz, Mrs. E. D. 


o> You ( pany (J Perr = : 
‘ e ; 
5 “Diineswuh (1c + Voblome nano Ye thera 


S the Sve ville m Soatty fers Arts. Manufactures, . 


vMhe COME? ~ pa Nrect in bees Strand 2 


on SPriday the JI “of. March 1750» 
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Adrian, Professor James Kendall, Mrs. | 
Mr. E. Kleen, Mrs. Charles Edwards and M1 


hair 


Before proposing the Loyal Toast, the ( 
élegram which he had received from Her Maj 
hy him on be half of the Fellows assembled at the 


‘ 
f and my husband, vour President, since 
the Royal society of Arts assembled at the 


this evening for your kind message of lova 


Lord Radnor continued : 

I'he second thing I want to say betore giving 
was our President and is now our Patron. W 

the visit that she is now making to the 
would all like me te say that we have wat 
that triumphant progress. My Lords, Ladi 
toast, Her Majesty The Queen. 

When the toast had been drunk Lord Radnor « 
he toast I now offer you is Queen Elizabeth 

ot Edinburgh our President, ‘The Duke and Du 

Members of the Royal Family. 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF GLOI 

My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very glad to be here, withthe Du 
Bicentenary of a Society with which members of 
associated in the past, and I share in the ger 
an occasion of your President, the Duk: 
so keen a personal interest in its many and 
fitting that we should be here to-night under t!] 
whose ancestor Lord Folkestone played so 
inauguration, and subsequently became its fit 

‘There are three features of the Society whi 
having, in my opinion, contributed very largely 


The first of these is its disinterestedness 


private gain of its members. Its most obvious charact 


scope, and being so completely unspecialized, with 
bear constantly in mind, it can judge any matt 
broadest grounds of whether (to quote a phrase so 
members) it is for the ‘public good’. One main outcom: is is that y 
never felt any proprietary interest in the causes you ha spoused. \ 
constantly assumed the role of pioneer, but once having su 

some important new activity, you have passed it on, with al 

credit, to some other and younger body. 


For example, your greatest single achievement, per! 


/ 


b 


> 
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Great Exhibition of 1851. Under the leadership of the Prince Consort 
Society not only conceived the idea of this the first international exhibition 
drew up the broad plans and actually put the machinery in motion. ‘There- 
, it asked for a Royal Commission to be formed, to which it handed over the 
ile project, and then retired into the background. Or again, | might mention 
technological examinations which were initiated—I might say ‘invented’ 
our Society and then made over to the City and Guilds of London Institute ; 
the National Training School for Music, which was founded by the sole 
forts of your Society and then reformed as the Royal College of Music. And 
sure Sir Gerald Kelly will agree that the series of annual summer exhibitions 
the work of contemporary artists, which the Royal Academy has conducted 
such distinction since 1769, was instituted by the Society of Arts nine 
ars before. 
‘he next quality which strikes me particularly about the work of the Royal 
Society of Arts is what may perhaps be called its humanity. According to yout 


1 


| title your object is ‘the encouragement of arts, manufactures and commerce’, 
you have always thought of these in terms of the people engaged in them, 

1 have sought to give encouragement to those who really merited it. This 
your Society did in its early days by the award of a large number of annual 
prizes to those who showed enterprise in industry and commerce and displayed 
xceptional skill in the arts, and I am glad that in certain directions you have 
naintained this practice of offering and awarding prizes up to the present day. 

Before the war you instituted the distinction of Royal Designer for Industry, 
which is awarded to ‘those who’ (the wording runs) ‘have attained to high 
minence and efficiency in creative design’ in their various spheres ot industry, 
and I had the pleasure in 1938 of presenting their diplomas to the first recipients 
f this honour. 

Chen, on another level, there are your well-known examinations in commercial 
subjects, which provide such a useful goal for evening students; you have 
i scheme for the award of travelling scholarships to students of industrial design ; 
and there are your various scholarships and grants to sea-cadets and young 
sailors under the Thomas Gray Memorial ‘l'rust. 

In these and other ways you are bringing encouragement to many thousands 
f individuals every year. But the humanity of your Society goes further than 
this. When, for example, some twenty years ago you initiated a fund for the 
preservation of ancient cottages, a fundamental part of the scheme was that the 
lovely old cottages of the countryside should not only be saved to grace our lanes 
and village streets, but that they should also be as far as possible modernized and 
turned into comfortable homes for those who lived in them. 

The same attitude can be seen in the Society’s work from its earliest years. 
While keen to promote the mechanization and concentration of our indus- 


tries, it took active steps to ensure that the workers were protected from injurious 


fumes and harmful dusts, and to provide safety devices against accidents. 
Similarly a prominent element in its work for the encouragement of commerce 


vas its effort to find better means of saving life at sea. 
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My last point is perhaps a little more pet 
to a remarkable de gree, discove red the 
age and youth. In reaching its Bicentenary 
merely that it has survived for so long, but tl 
experience which it has gained in this period 
value to-day—the qualities of stability and 
pe rhaps, to its true sense of proportion. 
You—and indeed the nation—may be pt 
is two hundred years old. Yet fortunately, 
has been no loss of vitality. As times have chat 
and if it has not at all times maintained its 
present time its vigour is evident to 
support of a membership far larger than it has 
wise leadership of its Council I am confident that a gr 
a future of real benefit, in many ways perhaps as | 
and to the world. 
With this in mind, I give you the toast of ‘Tl 
with the name of its Chairman, Lord Radnor 


The Chairman of Council replied as follo 
May it please Your Royal Highnesses 
Viv first task is, on behalf of all of us her 


at the presence of Your Royal Highnesses her 


in your speech proposing this toast that yout 


diplomas on the first occasion that such diplomas 


Designers for Industry. ‘hat was a very import 
Society, because at that time the ‘R.D.I.’, 
offspring. But to-night is really an ever 
to-night’s Banquet is the culminating ever 
Society has celebrated in various ways two 

One cannot help, after two hundred years, 
more particularly than others—looking back to, 
which I think was so charmingly recorded wit] 
‘Noblemen, Clergy, Gentlemen and Mercl 
applied also to the members’ subscriptions 
beginning that these should be not less than 
looking at Lord Woolton), were expected to pay 


But I think, still looking back, the thing that most 
the quite extraordinary diversity of the Society’s inte1 
its life and the diversity (as I have only begun to realize sit 
of Council) still persists to the present time. For exan 
to Sir Gerald Kelly once more, as His Royal Highness 
had art exhibitions long before his outfit was thought 
were agriculture in all its aspects, forestry, dust in it 


soda, soap, and so on and so forth—the list is almost 
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The Banquet. Top: The Chairman and the Countess of Radnor receiving 


Str James Mann, President of the Society of Intiquaries ; bottom 
Lady Folkestone, the Chairman, the Countess of Radnor, and the Secretary 





JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS 


The Banquet. Top: The Duke and Duchess 
and the Chairman ; bottom: The Chairman replyi 
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Three of the Banquet speakers. Top: Dame Ninette de 
Valois and Sir Ernest Goodale ; bottom: Professor Adrian 
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sot the Norway rats which exercised the mind of my predecessor, the first 

sident, to some considerable extent, and from some of the Society’s corres- 

dence which I have seen it would appear that Longford, which is my home, 

was his, was at that time infested with the Norway or the grey rat, and 
» not think the Society succeeded in finding a really satisfactory method 
learing them. All those are things of the past, and in a Society such as ours 

s all very well to look back, as we can, with pride at our past but we must 
oncentrate, generally speaking, on the future. We can look at our past, and 
we can get experience for the future from our past, but we must not live in 

past. 

You, Sir, in your speech referred to the apparently perpetual youthfulness 
ff our Society and that is a very important thing with such a body. We must 
retain in our outlook on life a very youthful and forward-looking attitude of 

1. We have never been afraid, I might perhaps say, of sticking out our neck 
ind giving a new idea a chance, and we must continue in that particular attitude 
f mind and be quite prepared to hand the torch on to anybody who we may 
think wall carry it forward to final success. 

In our Society we have twice in our history very nearly come to a dead stop, 
and that was in both those cases because we limited our objective. We must 


never limit our objective, we must never limit our outlook: we must always be 


prepared as a Society to undertake any new idea, however revolutionary, in order 


to further the interests of the country, and surely in the years to come there are 
roing to be a great many opportunities for a Society such as this to do good and 


POS 
to further the public interest. We have got to remember that fundamentally 
yur business is ‘for the public good’—these were the words of the first Secretary 
and founder, William Shipley—and we still have that ideal in front of us: for 
the public good. 

With that in mind, may I say this: that we are fortunate to have, as 
yur President, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. He seems to me 
to combine those qualities which are so important to our Society. First of all, 
he has the advantage of many of us in years. Secondly, he has a vigorous 
and an alert mind and he has already, in the short period since he has 
been President, made his imprint upon the activities of the Society, and may 
| hope that he will continue to be able to do so amongst his other multifarious 
luties. We are indeed delighted to have him as our President and I think I might 
add this, that when he made his presidential address, in November last, he did 
himself lay stress on this particular quality of youthfulness in our Society. And 
it is on that note that I would like to conclude my response to this toast which 
has been so ably proposed by His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester. 

Before I conclude, I would like him and Her Royal Highness to realize how 
very very much we appreciate their presence here to-night. This Banquet for 
us Was a very important occasion. It was the last function in a week in which we 
celebrated our Bicentenary. The presence of you, Sir, and you, Ma’am, to-night, 
has converted that function from being a very important one, to us, to being 


a very memorable one. 
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1 toast to The Guests was then propose d by Sir | 


past Chairman of Council, in the following word 


\ly Lord Chairman, May it please Your Royal Hig! 


\ly Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


It has fallen to me as Chairman of the Soci 
Committee to propose the toast of The Gu 
guest’ is ‘a visitor received and entertained 
this Society the greatest pleasure to receive al 
yme from far and wide to help us do honour 
our Society. 
my Lord Chairman, have already 
have with us this evening Their 
»f Gloucester. May I be forgiven 
last war I had the honour, under the lat 
Section of the British Industries Fair, and on: 
vife and myself is escorting Her R 
Gloucester quite alone on a private visit round 
1 remember this and the many other insta 
manufactures and commerce of this realm. 
We delight to entertain to-night many disting 
representatives of other learned and kindred societi 
at Monday’s ceremony. 
We particularly welcome His Honour Mr. Justice M 
of the Malta Society of Arts, founded in 1852 as t! 
Secretary of State inviting the formation of Colonial associat 
with the Royal Society of Arts. Two years ago the Malta S 


centenary and on that occasion this Society presented an addres 


Chis presentation was made by no less a person than the G 
Sir Gerald Creasy, who is a Fellow of this parent bod 

We also welcome M. Albert Caquot from our fellow 
d’Encouragement pour I|’Industrie Nationale, fou 
on the model of our Society. Three years ago, 
the honour to represent the Royal Society of 
celebrations in Paris of La Société d’Encouragen 
to note that the word ‘encouragement’ of indust1 
French Society modelled on our own. 

Chen we have with us Professor Hackett, Pre 
Society, and Professor James Kendall and Mr. Robert Plender 
Presidents of our sister societies in Scotland, the Royal Soci 
and the Royal Scottish Society of Arts, and Sir John ( 
Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion. 

I must avoid a mere catalogue of names, but I feel a spec 
is due to Counsellor Kleen of the Swedish Embassy, who is | 


senting the Swedish Society of Arts and Crafts, Svenska 


38 





)TH APRIL 1954 THE BICENTENARY WEEK 


he ceremony on Monday afternoon was presented to this Society the coveted 
Grand Medal which the Swedish Society instituted in 1870 on the twenty-fifth 

niversary of its foundation. I believe that this is only the third time in over 
ighty years that this Grand Medal has been awarded to an institution and we 
creatly value this high honour done our Society on the occasion of its Bicentenary. 

\lso very warm welcomes are due to Sir Gerald Kelly, the President of that 
irly child of this Society whose lustre now outshines even that of its parent 

ot an uncommon occurrence), and our past Vice-President and Elder Statesman 

ho made such a happy closing speech last Monday afternoon—Lord Samuel. 

\s this week’s festivities commemorate the founding of our Society two 
undred years ago, I thought it might be a good idea to look back to 1754 and 
see who were the predecessors in that day of some of our other guests to-night 
But I must confess I have had no great success! 

For example, there was no Duke of Gloucester in 1754, and the then Lord 
Mavor of the City of London, Thomas Rawlinson, while he was Master of the 
Grocers’ Company and a prominent Member of the Honourable Artillery 
Company, has left little record. Our present Lord Mayor, on the other hand, 
s not only one of the most distinguished of present-day Lord Mayors, and 

member of the Court of the Vintners Company, but a prominent industrialist 
vith a werld-wide reputation (how much smaller still would our newspapers be 
without the activities of his great organization). Moreover, he is a man who 
brooks no more delay in the long-overdue rebuilding of his still great City. 

Who was Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster in 1754? He was Richard, 
first Baron Edgecumbe. Although a Fellow of this Society—a real point in his 
favour—the Dictionary of National Biography has little to say of him, and that 
not wholly in his favour. How differently will that authority speak in due time 
of the present Chancellor of the Duchy! My first contact with Lord Woolton 
was happily in connection with a subject we both have at heart—the improve- 
ment of industrial art. He and I were members of the Council for Art and 
Industry, and we learned much from our great Chairman, Frank Pick. Lord 
Woolton, as Sir Frederick Marquis, was appointed Pick’s successor, but the 
outbreak of war put the Council into cold storage and Lord Woolton’s great 
talents were turned from raising the standard of industrial design to keeping 
us more contentedly fed than in the First World War and under far more difficult 
circumstances. We welcome him here to-night, not only as a Fellow as was 
Lord Edgecumbe, not only for his interest in the work of the Society and all it 
stands for, but as a distinguished member of Her Majesty’s Government. 

There is one reference to 1754 I feel I must make, although this reference is 
not to a guest but to a Fellow. It is to inform you that Viscount Folkestone and 
his Lady are with us to-night. As most of you know, our first President was also 
the first Viscount Folkestone, and his portrait by Gainsborough adorns one of 
the walls of our Lecture Hall. The present Lord Folkestone, of course, uses 
the title by courtesy of his father, whose predecessor eleven years after the 


founding of this Society (in 1765) was raised to the Earldom of Radnor. We 


are very fortunate and happy to have this distinguished Peer as our present 
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Chairman, and to have Lady Radnor and Lord and Lady | 
this evening. 

Dr. Adrian’s predecessor in 1754 at the Royal Society was 
Macclesfield, mathematician and astronomer and a membe 
from May, 1755, until his death. I like to find here a link, albe 
between that President and myself, because Macclesfield is 
centre of the silk industry of this country and I have the honour 
President of the Silk and Rayon Users’ Association. It gives 
pleasure to have the honour to couple the name of so disting 


as Dr. Adrian with this toast. He too has a world-wide reputati 


contribution to science. Last week he delivered the Soci 
Wood lecture on ‘Recent Developments in the Study 
and he gave us some fascinating glimpses of this baft 

‘The other name I am equally honoured to coupl 
Dame Ninette de Valois, who blossoms in a very differs 
work especially delights our senses of sight and so 
my family and I were entranced by her superb production 
Le Lac des Cygnes. 'Yo-night Dame Ninette replies as th 
those of her sex who are here as our guests. And what 
It is no more than a truism to say that Dame Ninett 
to the eminence once proudly held by the Russian ballet 
devotion to her chosen purpose, delighted and entran 
of the Atlantic. It is idle to look back to 1754 for her pr 
in any age—she is unique. 

My Lord Chairman, I give you the toast of ‘he Guests 
the names of Dr. Adrian, President of the Royal Society 
Valois, Director of the Sadlers’ Wells Ballet, who being a 


going to have the last word! 


Dr. E. D. Adrian, President of the Royal Societ 


Gentlemen Guests as follows : 


May it please Your Royal Highnesses, My Lord Chairn 
My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen: Any guest who | 


Society of Arts must have been enormously comforted 
tribute which was paid to it by Dr. Samuel Johnso1 
that when he rose to deliver a speech he had prepare 
so distinguished that ‘his flowers of oratory forsook him’. He 
to Boswell by saying that he several times had tried to speak 
} 


he found he ‘could not get on’. But Dr. Johnson always hit t! 


and there is another thing he said which will appeal to every o1 
and not merely to those of us who have to speak. He:said, 

a man sees better than his dinner’. If the doctor were here at t 
anniversary dinner I am sure he would be sitting back and reflectit 
he was to say it, but in company where even he was tong 

} 


have very little use for oratory about it from somebody else, so 1 
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me would be to say, “Thank you very much’ as concisely as possible and pass 
ball to Dame Ninette. 
But I must not sit down without expressing the gratitude of your guests 
all that the Royal Society of Arts has done to encourage the development of 
Science and Industry in this country. At the ceremony on Monday we listened 
the congratulatory address which was presented on behalf of the oldest 
stitution that was present there—the Royal College of Physicians, which 
as over four hundred years’ experience in the science and art of medicine. But 
| now want to add the good wishes of a comparative youngster scarcely 
hree hundred years old, the Royal Society of London for the Improving af 
Natural Knowledge. When Charles II founded us, it was quite a new idea that 
ientific development could make any difference at all to the way in which we 
ived. In fact, the Arts had it all their own way. In these days it is rather odd to 
ead the sort of complaints that the scientists made. Here is what they said in 1667 
How many and how extravagant have been the ornaments about coaches and 
how few inventions about new frames for coaches or about carts and ploughs! 
What prodigious expense has been thrown away about fashions of clothes, but 
how little endeavours have there been to invent new materials for clothing! 
Furniture and magnificence of houses has risen to a wonderful beauty within 
yur memory, but few or none have thoroughly studied the well ordering of 
timber, the hardening of stone, the improvement of mortar, and the making 


of better bricks’. 


So they started on new inventions for making the bricks better and after a time 


the Royal Society of Arts was founded to encourage them. And now the inventions 
have changed the face of the country and there is no stopping them, Well, 
scientific progress is grand, but somebody has to see to it that there is someone 
who has some regard for the people who are going to use it. ‘The Royal Society 
of Arts was founded two hundred years ago but it was not a bit too soon. We were 
the first country to develop great industries and we made a good deal of mess 
in doing it, but the Society helped to develop them and it kept the mess from 
being a great deal worse. It did it by mixing up important people, in arts and 
sciences and manufacture, and getting them to reward bright ideas. It 
encouraged the inventors but it helped to develop farming and forests 
as well as the factories and towns, and it refused to believe that industrial 
processes were bound to be dangerous to the workers and that machine- 
made products were bound to be ugly. So after all, we did not do as badly as 
we might have done. 

Even the Royal Society of Arts could not make coal other than black, and so 
we may have led the world in grimy cities. But I expect most of us regret the 
beautiful railway trains and the brightly coloured locomotives which used to take 
us there. And most of us can feel that a structure like the Forth Bridge is really 
worth continual painting as a spectacle as well as to keep out the rust. But the 
age of iron and steel and coal would have been far worse without a body to guide 
public opinion about it. 

Now we are in the age of electricity and aluminium and atoms—maybe 
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a rather cleaner age to live in: decorations in plastic inst 
But we still need to be shown how to get the best out of 
have to tackle the cold-blooded technologist instead of the 
facturer, but they have two hundred years of experience 
people to accept new ideas, and we trust them because thx 


hich 


body of top-level people—a disinterested body w is neit 
monopoly nor an alternative service with a less edifying 

So we can congratulate the Royal Society of Arts or 
past and look forward confidently to what it will do ir 


you most warmly for inviting us to share in your celeb 
Dame Ninette de Valois replied on behalf of the Lady Gu 


I am very honoured that I should have bee: 
on behalf of the lady guests present here to-night 
of the youngest branch of the English Theatre 
very touching. The English Ballet has only 
birthday and we are happily now recognized as 
history. I do feel to-night that the Royal Societ 
ordinarily deep and moving compliment by askit 
representative of this young art, and, on behalf of 
Royal Society of Arts for this great and memorab! 

Youth has been greatly stressed in the speecl 
of course, is another very important point 
must be—youthful. It touches, perhaps more tl} 
in this country. Only yesterday in the Royal Op 
the boxes and watch about three thousand school 
sexes enjoy the performance of a full-length cla 


the morning. That would, I am sure, have be 


ago. But it is such institutions as the one we 


helped to make yesterday’s performance possibl 


feel that this is an occasion, odd as it may seem to 
before I sit down, a small grievance. This grievance 
after to-night. I think we have been encouraged to 
we shall allude only to “Three Arts’, the Art of Music, the 


the Art of Drama. You may agree with me that perhaps i 


te 


theatre to-day there is a fourth art: the art of movement. 1] 

been given the courage to say this publicly. 
May I, before I sit down, on behalf of my fell 

Society of Arts for the great honour and pleasut 


to-night. 
THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES left shortly before 11 o'clock, and the 


company then dispersed. 


384 








APRIL 1954 THE BICENTENARY WEEK 


STAFF BICENTENARY DINNER 


held at the Kingsley Hotel at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 31 
Varch, 1954, with the Right Honble. the Earl of Radnor, 


K.C.V.O., Chairman of the Council, in the Chat 


[hirty-eight members of the Staff were present at the dinner arranged for 
m by the Chairman and Council of the Society. The Chairman was accom- 


nied by Lady Radnor and there were three other members of Council present 


Some of the diners at the Staff's Bicentenary dinner 


After the company had dined and toasts had been proposed to the Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh. Mr. F. A. Wheeler proposed the toast of th 
Royal Society of Arts and Sir Ernest Goodale replied. The Chairman then 
proposed a toast to the Staff and thanked them for all the work which they 
had done in the months leading up to the Bicentenary which had made the 
past week’s celebrations so successful. Mr. K. W. Luckhurst replied on behalf 


of the Staff. 


The company were then entertained by a second performance, by students 
of the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, of the third act of She Stoops to Conquer, 
which they had performed at the Council’s dinner on Monday, 22nd March, 1954. 
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VOLUME Il. 24th Marc/ 


It is interesting to note that in the Journal of Marci 
is made of the Centenary of the 


Society and that at 
hundred years after the 


first meeting of the S 


one 


l ice€é 
Wednesday, Marcl 


The Fifteenth Ordinary Meeting of the One Hundredtl 
Wednesday, the 22nd instant, William Bird, Esq., in the Cl 
The following candidates were balloted for and duly elect 


Harvey, Henry. 
Rushton, Thomas George Alfred 


Manchester, Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of 
The following Institutions 


have been taken 
announcement: 


into 
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Cirencester, Permanent Library 
Greenside (Ryton, Newcastle-on-Tyne) Libratr 
Wordsley, Library and Reading Association 

The Paper read was: ON SOME OF THE UNDEVEI 
George Buist, M.D., of Bombay 
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